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The Feet of Saints 
By Edmund Pillifant 


HE saints of God need never fear 
The road that may be rough and drear: 
They have a promise full of cheer, 
The Lord will keep their feet. 


The feet brought out of miry clay 

Are often soil’d throughout the day, 

Yet while, or even ere they pray, 
The Lord will cleanse their feet. 


Steep hills and rough the saints may climb 
Where they may hear no Sabbath chime, « 
But step by step, and all the time, 

The Lord will guard their feet. 


By lonely roads the saints may go 
Where they may meet a stubborn foe ; 
But into peace, we surely know, 

The Lord will guide their feet. 


To follow Christ, the crucified, 

To take the Gospel far and wide, 

To walk in glory by His side, 
The Lord will need their feet. 


The saints of God, through sovereign grace, 
Shall come from every age and race 
To His delightful meeting place 

Where they shall rest their feet. 


ye 
“And Peter” 


Those who, having known and 
loved the Lord, have sinned grievously 
against him, can be restored to full fel- 
lowship with him if they will. Many 
a reader of the Word, many a preacher 
and Bible teacher, has rejoiced to note 
two words spoken by an angel from 
Heaven early in the morning on the day 
the Lord rose from the dead, as the 
angel said to the women who had come 
to the tomb: “But go your way, tell 


his disciples AND PETER that he god&aCbés T 


fore you into Galilee: there shall ye see 
him, as he said unto you” (Mark 16:7). 
Had Peter not been named he might 
well have thought that he was not in- 
cluded among the disciples bidden to 
meet the risen Lord. But he was in- 
cluded; Christ had said many things to 
Peter that declared his eternal fellow- 
ship with him, and Christ always keeps 
his word. But is it not significant that 
we find no record in the Gospels, where 
the disciples were told to meet with the 
risen Lord, in which the words “and 
Judas” appear? Repeatedly, when the 
names of the twelve disciples are given, 
we read, “and Judas Iscariot, who also 
betrayed him” (Matt. 10:4). But when 
the angel spoke the welcome and won- 
derful words, “and Peter,” Judas had al- 
ready died a suicide’s death and had 
gone “to his own place” (Acts 1:25), 
“the son of perdition” (John 17:12), an 
eternally lost soul. He had never known 
and loved the Lord. He had deliberately 
chosen to reject the only Saviour, and 
after his awful sin there was only re- 
morse for him, not repentance. But to 
all who have received Christ as Saviour 
and then have failed him, even denying 
him, the Lord himself is eager and wait- 
ing for them to turn to him again in 
repentance and confession, as he says to 
them by the Holy Spirit, “Beloved, we 


< 


In the Cleft 


HE Song of Solomon, which is in 

some respects the most interesting 

book in the Bible, is always a dif- 
ficulty to the unbeliever as containing 
rather sensual language in reference to 
saintly things; but to the regenerate soul 
it is the spiritual expression of the affec- 
tion that exists between Christ and the 
Church, which is his Bride. In this 
light we have many passages with words 
of endearment as between the Bride- 
groom and the Bride which, if rightly 
comprehended and appropriated by 
faith, should fill the heart of the believer 
with ravishment as he is brought into 
closer intercourse and fellowship with 
his Saviour. 

Look at chapter 2, verse 10: “My be- 
loved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, 
my love, my fair one, and come away.” 
In the three following verses he de- 
scribes some of the beauties of the spring 
in the country and speaks of the winter 
being past and the flowers appearing, 
the birds breaking forth into song, and 
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things that accompany salvation” (Heb. 
6:9). For “if we ‘confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness” (1 John 1:9). 


=< 


Two Homes 


Every child of God has two homes. 
All such are children of Abraham by 
faith (Gal. 3:29). And “by faith he 
sojourned in the land of promise, as in 
a strange country,” while “he looked for 
a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:9, 
10). A greatly loved Christian worker, 
Delavan L. Pierson, editor of the Mis- 
sionary Review of the World, sent a 
Christmas and New Year card of greeting 
to his friends last winter with a beau- 
tiful reference to the Home-going of his 
beloved wife. The card bore “warm- 
hearted Christmas and New Year greet- 
ings from our two homes; one in Upper 
Montclair—temporary; one in the 
Father’s Home — eternal.” Most Chris- 
tian families are thus living in two 
homes, some still here in their temporary 
home, some gone to live in their eternal 
home. But they are notseparated even 
now, except to the physical senses, for 
those in both homes are “all one in 
Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3: 28). 


of the Rock 


the fig trees and vines giving promise of 
fruit; but he is not content, and again 
urges his love and his fair one to come 
away to himself. Then there is a word 
of remonstrance, “O my dove, that art 
in the clefts of the rock, in the secret 
places of the stairs, let me see thy coun- 
tenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet 
is thy voice, and thy countenance is 
comely.” Consider the name by which 
he calls her, “My dove.” Four times 
in the Song he calls her by that fair 
name, his dove; notably in chapter 5, 
verse 2, “Open to me... my love, my 
dove, my undefiled.” 

Natural history tells us that the dove 
is the symbol of innocency and simplic- 
ity. It is unable to protect itself or its 
young, and when it is absent from its 
mate it sits solitary and coos or mourns. 
We have an allusion to this in Isaiah 38: 
14, where Hezekiah describes his dis- 
tress at the approach of death and says, 
“I did mourn as a dove.” The dove is a 
defenceless bird witrout cunning, just 
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what the Lord Jesus wishes his followers 
to be,— wise as serpents and harmless 
as doves (Matt. 10:16). The Holy Spirit 
is spoken of at the baptism of Christ 
as “descending like a dove” (Matt. 3:16). 

The heavenly Bridegroom knows 
where his Bride is—in the clefts of the 
rock, certainly a place of safety, a place 
of vision. Jehovah, in answer to the cry 
of Moses, “I beseech thee, shew me thy 
glory,” replied: “Behold, there is a 
place by me, and thou shalt stand upon 
a rock: and it shall come to pass, while 
my glory passeth by, that I will put thee 
in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee 
with my hand while I pass by” -(Exod. 
33:18-22). Such vision is only ours 
while we are hidden in the wounds of 
our Saviour. He was the Rock of Ages 
who was cleft for us; as we have it in the 
words of the famous hymn: 


Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 


The cloven rock that inspired Augus- 
tus Toplady to write these iovely words 
is on the roadside at Burrington Coombe, 
near Cheddar Valley, in the County of 
Somerset, England. It stands thirty feet 
high, with the huge cleft extending from 
top to bottom, where it is said Toplady 
took refuge from a rain storm in 1776. 
The situation impelled him to attempt a 
hymn. Not having a scrap of paper he 
picked up an old card from the ground, 
and on it scribbled the sweet hymn as 
we now have it. 

But the Bride is also said to be in 
the “secret places of the stairs.” This 
suggests a place of access to the hidden 
closet for prayer, where through Christ 
“we... have access by one Spirit unto 
the Father” (Eph. 2:18). But she has 
not yet reached that sacred spot, for the 
Bridegroom has not as yet laid his eyes 
upon her or heard her prayer. So he 
cries, “Let me-see thy countenance, let 
me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, 
and thy countenance is comely.” It takes 
most of us a lifetime to learn that truth 
— that Christ’s desire for us precedes our 
desire for him. In our prayers we labor 
often in trying to persuade him to draw 
near to us and reveal himself, forgetting 
all the time that he is near and his love 
and desire are already flowing out to his 
loved ones— you and me. “When thou 
saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said 
unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek” 

(Psa. 27:8). Notice that he is always 
the first to express desire. He is ever 
saying, “Seek ye my face.” He says, “I 
have loved thee with an everlasting 
love.” 

Alas, for the unbelief that prevents us 
knowing at all times the rapture of it! 
We are hindered in realizing in deep 
conviction that “I am my beloved’s and 
his desire is towards me” (Song of Sol. 
7:10). The Bride had said, “Look not 
upon me, because I am black” (1:6), but 
his answer in verse 15 is, “Behold, thou 
art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair.” 

If we had faith to rest on his words, 
“Sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance 
is comely,” our lives would be trans- 
formed. 

Is it only in Heaven that we shall be- 
lieve and bask in his mighty love? No, 
it cannot be that we must wait till then, 
for it was to breathing mortals on earth 
he said such words as, “I will come in 
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to him, and will sup with him”; “I will 

. manifest myself to him”; “We will 

. make our abode with him.” There 
are many such declarations of his love 
scattered through the Scriptures, and we 
shall find them if we are hungry 
enough to search for them. May the 
Song of Solomon help us to respond 
continually to His call, and stir us up to 
seek to have the prayer-spirit, which 
would mean a holy and fruit-bearing life 
for each of us. 








Notes on Open Letters 

















Rejoicing in the Lord's Day 


THe Sunpay Scnoot Times so seldom 
makes mistakes that it Was rather a shock 
to me to find on page 89 of the issue of 
January 29 a reference to Psalm 118:24 
in the discussion of the lesson on the 
Sabbath. Certainly, “This is the day 
which the Lord hath made; we will be 
glad and rejoice in it,” is not a specific 
twenty-four-hour period, but rather the 
“dav” of salvation to which Paul refers 
in 2 Corinthians 6:2. Am I not right? 

i shall be glad to see your opinion in 
Notes on Open Letters. I have a scrap- 
book of your answers, indexed, which I 
find is very helpful—A Kansas pastor. 


In the One Hundred and Eighteenth 
Psalm the Messiah of Israel and Saviour 
of the world is honored and exalted, its 
predictive prophecies looking down 
through the ages to what has now been 
fulfilled, and also to what is yet to be 
fulfilled. The opening and closing verses 
are the same, expressing that which 
could be made possible only by the death 
and resurrection of Christ: “O give 
thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: 
for his mercy endureth for ever.” God’s 
mercy could not be extended to lost 
sinners, saving them and bringing them 
into his fellowship forever, but for the 
redemptive work of his Son. 

In the International Uniform Lesson 
on the Sabbath, from Mark 2:23 to 3:6, 
Dr. Ironside, pastor of the Moody Me- 
morial Church, Chicago, who writes the 
leading lesson article each week in THE 
SunpDAy ScHoo.t TIMeEs, made this com- 
ment: 


Preperly speaking, the Sabbath has 
never been changed. The Sabbath belongs 
to the Old Covenant, and is Israel’s Me- 
morial Day. But Scripture tells us that 
after the death and resurrection of Christ, 
“the priesthood being changed, there is 
made of necessity a change also of the 
law” (Heb. 7:12). Under the new dis- 
pensation we see the first day of the week 
taking the place of the seventh day Sab- 

- bath, and the church has recognized this 
change from the beginning of the Chris- 
tian era. We may safely say that the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit led believers 
to give special recognition to the memo- 
rial day of Christ’s resurrection; “This is 
the day which the Lord hath made; we 
will rejoice and be glad in it” (Psa. 118: 
24). This is the day of verses 22 and 23, 
when the rejected stone was made “head 
of the corner,” when God raised Christ 
‘from the dead. 


That Dr. Ironside is in good company 


in thus interpreting a verse in Psalm ’ 


118 as looking forward to the Lord’s day, 
the first day of the week, when Christ 
was raised from the dead, is seen from 
Matthew Henry’s comment on the same 
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passage. This richly illuminating Com- 
mentary recognizes that, while verse 24 
can properly be understood as referring 
to “the whole time of the Gospel dis- 
pensation,” which is the view of the 
Kansas pastor, it also goes on to say: 

Or it may very fitly be understood of 
the Christian Sabbath, which we sanctify 
in remembrance of Christ’s resurrection, 
when the rejected stone began to be ex- 
alted; and so, (1) Here is the doctrine of 
the Christian Sabbath: It is the day 


which the Lord has made, has made re- ~ 


markable, made holy, has distinguished 
from other days; he has made it for man: 
it is therefore called the Lord’s day, for 
it bears his image and superscription. 
Some who knew the late Dr. Griffith 
Thomas well and were blessed by his 
remarkable Bible exposition and teach- 
ing will recall that when, during the 
time of a conference, a stormy day oc- 
curred and people were deploring the 
fact of the inclement weather, Dr. 
Thomas would say with a smile: “This 
is the day which the Lord hath made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.” So 
let us rejoice in the whole “day of sal- 
vation,” the age of grace in which we 
are now living and of which Paul wrote 
(2 Cor. 6:2); and in the first day of 
the week, the Lord’s day, the weekly 
memorial of God’s victory over death in 
behalf of his Son and of all lost sinners 
who receive his Son as Saviour; and in 
every day, whether it brings rain or 
shine, remembering and rejoicing in our 


Lord’s assurance, “Lo, I am with you all © 


the days” (Matt. 28: 20, literal render- 
ing). 
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The Editor's Summer Conferences 





HE Editor of THe Sunpay ScHOoo. 
Times, Charles G. Trumbull, is look- 
ing forward to opportunities for confer- 
ence ministry again this summer on the 
Pacific Coast, including a conference in 
Minnesota on the way west, and will be 
grateful for the prayers of readers that 
God’s blessing may accompany these 
meetings. The conferences will be de- 
voted to Bible studies of the Victorious 
Life in Christ, and Bible Prophecy and 
the Signs of the Times. The Editor will 
specially welcome the opportunity of 
meeting readers of THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TimeEs, and hopes they will pass on 
the word to others about these meetings. 
June 19-26.—Breckenridge, Minn. First Bap- 
tist Church, Sixth and Nebraska Streets, the 
Rev. Alexander V. Hoiriis, pastor. Those 
interested, in the border region of Minnesota, 
North Dakota, and South Dakota, will be 
heartily welcome. Meetings Sunday mornings 


and evenings, and week-day evenings except 
Saturday. 


July 10-15.—San Gabriel, Calif. San Gabriel 
Union Church, Pine at Las Tunas, the Rev. 
Roy L. Laurin, pastor. Meetings Sunday 
morning and evening, and week-day evenings. 

August 7-14.—Long Beach, Calif. First 
Brethren Church, Fifth Street and Cherry 
Avenue, Dr. Louis S. Bauman, pastor; the 
Rev. Alan S. Pearce, associate pastor. Meet- 
ings Sunday mornings and evenings, and 
week-day evenings except Saturday. 
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Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THE SuN- 
pAy ScHoot Trues? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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By James L. Kelso, D.D. 


Pioneers in Palestine Geography and Archeology 


Tracing the brilliant work of early scholars in Bible lands 


Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times and seleaien of fae 
and Biblical Archeology in the Pittsburgh-Xenia Th 




















in good geography, and it is natu- . 


A\ ° #08 g208 must have its roots 


ral therefore to date the beginning 
of scientific archeological research just 
one hundred years ago. It was on March 
16, 1838, that Edward Robinson and Eli 
Smith left the city of Suez, Egypt, to 
begin their geographic studies of Pales- 
tine via the Sinai desert. By April 12 
they had finished their work in the Sinai 
district and entered into the Negeb, that 
is, southern Palestine proper; and by 
June 26 they had traversed the largest 
part of western Palestine and arrived at 
Beirut, Syria. These few months of re- 
search, supplemented by another brief 
trip in 1852, gave the world the first 
good accurate geography of Palestine. 
The two men were a perfect team. 
Edward Robinson was one of the most 
brilliant Bible scholars in America. - He 
was equally at home in either Testa- 
ment, as witnessed by his monumental 
works in both. He translated into Eng- 
lish Gesenius’ great Hebrew lexicon, and 
for the New Testament he made his own 
lexicon of its Greek text. Not only had 
he studied under the best German Bible 
scholars, but also under the great Ger- 
man geographer Ritter; and he was put- 
ting into effect a study that had inter- 
ested him from his youth, and in which 
field he had read virtually everything 
written. It was such training that en- 
abled him to accomplish such phenome- 
nal results out of so short a time actually 
spent on Palestinian soil. 


The Lasting Value of Robinson’s Work 


Eli Smith for many years had served 
as a missionary in Syria. He knew the 
Arabic dialects fluently, and had been 
working four years in collecting lists 
of the geographic terms of Palestine; and 
during the actual trip with Robinson 
he was constantly correcting this list and 
adding new data to it. It was the re- 
lated study of the original Hebrew geo- 
graphic terms and the modern Arabic 
place names that produced such accurate 
results in the identification of Biblical 
sites. In addition to the identification of 
cities and towns mentioned in the Bible, 
Robinson also gives a general and at 
times a detailed description of the physi- 
cal features of those sections of Pales- 
tine which he visited. Robinson’s work 
was published in three large volumes 
under the title, “Robinson’s Biblical Re- 
searches in Palestine and in the Adja- 
cent Regions.” 

His geographic researches were sur- 
prisingly accurate for an initial scien- 
tific work. It did, however, have its 
shortcomings, for certain sections of Pal- 
estine were not visited by Robinson, 
especially in Trans-Jordan. Even to this 
day his observations, which he had re- 
corded faithfully every day as he jour- 
neyed across country, are an accurate 
description of certain sections of the 
land. Personally, I prefer Robinson’s 


How easy it is for us today to turn 
to the fine maps in the back of our 
Bibles to locate a city or river or 
territory! Do we ever stop to think 
that the maps were made possible 
only by miles of surveying, thou- 
sands of notations, much digging and 
sorting of finds, endless study of old 
records, and downright back-break- 
ing labor, all carried on in spite of 
the broiling sun, hot winds, and 
swirling, penetrating sands of the 
desert? : 


We owe a debt of gratitude to the 
trail-breakers in this field of study, 
and it is of them that Dr. Kelso 
writes in this first article in a series 
on the history of archeology in Pal- 
estine. Dr. Kelso has stated that his 
purpose in this series is “to sketch the 
story of researches as they were con- 
ducted, and then to evaluate them in 
terms of our present knowledge of 
the Bible.” This article, and those 
that will follow at intervals, contain 
a wealth of historical information 
that will be useful to all Bible stu- 
dents. 








descriptions of some sections of Palestine 
to those of later writers. Much of the 
Palestine, however, that he visited has 
changed. The accuracy of his writings 
for these sections of Palestine is espe- 
cially valuable, for he gives many de- 
tails of the countryside and villages 
which have been lost in the transforma- 
tion of modern Palestine, especially un- 
der Jewish colonies. Even on this one 
hundredth anniversary of his researches 
his book makes interesting reading, al- 
though of course it is no longer scientifi- 
cally up-to-date in many features. 


The Skill of Military Map-Makers 


The geography of Palestine had still 
two major steps to make. The first of 
these was an accurate map such as only 
professional map makers could produce. 
English military officers produced such 
a map of western Palestine under the 
direction of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund. Kitchener of the Sudan and 
World War fame was one of these of- 
ficers; although Conder, best known for 
his writings on Palestine, directed the 
larger part of the survey. The work 
was done from 1872 to 1878, and the re- 
sults were published a few years later. 
The maps cover a terrain of 6,000 square 
miles from the Egyptian desert north to 
Tyre. The maps are on the scale of one 
inch to the mile, and they added five 
times as many geographic names as ap- 
peared on any earlier map. Published 
with the maps are detailed descriptions 
not only of geographic data, but also 
of all ruins and other surface data found 
by the surveyors. This publication has 
been the encyclopedic basis for all topo- 





graphical researches until the present 
date. A new work is now being under- 
taken which will supersede it. The 


Palestine Exploration Fund published 
these three volumes on western Pales- 
tine; and in similar form also published 
a volume on Jerusalem and another on 
Trans-Jordan. 

Conder began the survey of Trans- 
Jordan, and it was the purpose of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund to record ail 
of the territory of eastern Palestine; but 
after Conder had completed some five 
hundred square miles of his work, the 
Turkish government compelled him to 
abandon the project. The Transjorda- 
nian map most commonly used was made 
by Dr. Gottlieb Schumacher. This work 
was possible for him to do as he was 
surveying the route for the railroad 
which was to carry pilgrims from Da- 
mascus to Mecca. This railroad is quite 
familiar to those who have read 
Lawrence’s “Revolt in the Desert.” 


Discovering the Meaning of a “Tell” 


The third step in Palestinian geog- 
raphy had to wait upon the discovery 
of the true meaning of the Arabic word 
“tell” and the development of the arche- 
ological science of pottery chronology. 
“Tell” is the Arabic word for the ruins 
of an ancient city. Robinson did not 
understand the technical significance of 
this word, nor did the surveyors of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund. Many tells, 
some important ones, are omitted from 
the survey of the map of western Pal- 
estine. Warren, who was the first Eng- 
lishman to do extended digging in Jeru- 
salem (1867-70) was equally ignorant, 
for upon visiting Tell es-Sultan he pro- 
nounced it to be simply a natural hill, 
whereas it is actually the site of Old 
Testament Jericho. 

It was Petrie in his excavations of 
Tell el Hesi in 1890, who first demon- 
strated to Palestinian scholars that a- 
tell is the actual ruins of an Old Tes- 
tament city, and that the history of that 
city can be discovered by the different 
types of pottery and other objects found 
in the various city levels. It was not 
until 1930, however, that this Palestinian 
pottery chronology could be sufficiently 
accurately dated into all phases of Old 
Testament history. With this calendar 
of pottery chronology worked out, the 
next step in Palestinian geography may 
be taken, and it is now actually under 
way. A new archeological map of Pal- 
estine is being prepared. It will con- 
sist of new and more accurate maps and 
a completely new study of all archeo- 
logical material appearing above ground. 
The first unit of this work is being done 
on the coast near Jaffa. When this proj- 
ect has been completed for all of Pales- 
tine, we shall have the basic encyclo- 
pedic work which will be used for the 
next half century. The best present 
scholars in the field of Biblical geog- 
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raphy are the American Professor Wil- 
liam F. Albright of Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity in Baltimore, and the German 
Professor Albrecht Alt of the University 
of Leipzig in Germany, and the French 
Dominican scholars in Jerusalem. 

The history of early excavations in 
Palestine is a sad one, because it pro- 
duced so little results, and at the same 
time destroyed so much evidence which, 
if we had it today, would be invaluable 
in Bible study. Just after the middle 
of the last century de Saulcy, one of the 
best French scholars of his time, exca- 
vated the so-called “Tombs of the Kings” 
just outside of Jerusalem. He followed 
the popular tradition that these were 
the tombs of the kings of Judah, and he 
actually tried to assign the various tombs 
to the various kings. He was even cer- 
tain he had found the cover to David's 
sarcophagus. Actually, he misdated 
some of these tombs a thousand years! 
Although he had an inscription on one 
sarcophagus, Semitic epigraphy (the 
study of inscriptions) was not yet 
enough of a science for him to read the 
inscription. He dated it six hundred 
years too early. He called it the sarcoph- 
agus of the wife of King Zedekiah under 
whom Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jeru- 
salem. It was actually that of Queen 
Helena of Adiabene, a Parthian by birth, 
but a convert to Judaism in the first 
century A. D. 

England entered the excavation field 
via the Palestine Exploration Fund. The 
British unwisely undertook to dig in 
the most difficult site in all Palestine, 
namely Jerusalem itself. Lieutenant 
Warren, a trained military engineer, was 
assigned to the task. He sought to find 
out as many details as possible about the 
city and especially about the Haram esh- 
Sherif, the Mohammedan = sanctuary 
which today occupies the site of the old 
Jewish temples. Fanaticism, of course, 
excluded him from within the sanctuary, 
and it did not even permit him to dig 
close to the retaining walls on the out- 
side of the sanctuary. In order to reach 
the outside of these walls, he was com- 
pelled to dig vertical shafts through the 
debris outside the city and then to drive 
horizontal galleries over to the retaining 
walls of the temple area. 

Such piecemeal work and such isolated 
data gave little information except to 
show how startlingly massive were the 
retaining walls of the old temple area, 
for in some places he was forced to dig 
through a hundred feet of debris to 
reach the foundation stones, although 
usually the debris encountered was only 
half that deep. He was unable to recog- 
nize the various phases of construction 
and reconstruction so that in places he 
attributed to Solomon walls that were 
actually built by Herod the Great. The 
chief value of these shaft diggings was 
to secure a contour map of the original 
rock level of much of the Jerusalem of 
ancient times. His work also demon- 
strated once for all how impossible it 
was to work out the history of the Jeru- 
salem of Bible times from the present 
ground levels of the city. Only actual 
scientific excavations of sections of the 
city can ever tell us the story of Jeru- 
salem’s complicated history as written 
in her buildings. And unless Jerusalem 
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real estate depreciates greatly in price 
(which now seems improbable) it is not 
likely that such excavations will be 
made. 

At an engineering problem, rather 
than an archeological problem, Warren 
proved to be an expert. He studied the 
spring of an arch which was built into 
the west wall of this temple area and 
computed the span of the arch; then 
assuming all spans to be the same, he 
sank shafts into the debris at the com- 
puted points where the bridge piers that 
carried these arches might be found. 
Over forty feet below the present ground 
level he found the bases of these piers. 
The bridge is the one mentioned in 
Josephus as having been built by Herod 
the Great to connect the temple area 
with the western or most populous sec- 
tion of Jerusalem. Without a doubt 
Christ walked across this bridge when 
he was in Jerusalem. In the debris be- 
low the foundations of Herod’s’ bridge 
he found the ruins of an earlier bridge 
which had been destroyed by the Roman 
general Pompey in his destruction of 
Jerusalem in 63 B. C. 

The old city of the Jebusites, which 
David conquered and made the capital 
of his empire, was located upon the same 
rock ridge as that upon which Solomon 
built the Temple. But David’s city was 
located on the southern extremity of that 
rock ridge and at that time it was ap- 
parently higher than the section of the 
ridge to the north (which was later oc- 
cupied by the Temple). In inter-Testa- 
ment times, this old city of David was 
completely destroyed and the level of 
the ridge at this southern extremity re- 
duced to a lower elevation than the tem- 
ple area. The Kidron valley to the east 
and the Tyropoean valley to the west 
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were piled high with the debris of the 
old city. Thus Warren was able to find 
little of value here except the great 
water shaft by which the Jebusites could 
bring water into the city in case of siege. 
This is probably the way by which 
David’s picked troops made the surprise 
attack upon Jerusalem which ended in 
David’s capture of the city (2 Sam. 5: 
6-9). 

In surface archeology the Frenchman 
Clermont-Ganneau was the outstanding 
scholar. It was he who secured the 
famous Moabite stone from the Trans- 
jordanian Arabs in 1870. It still remains 
the most important historical inscription 
yet discovered in Palestine. In addition 
to his work in epigraphy and important 
antiquities, he also recognized and ex- 
posed faked manuscripts and faked an- 
tiquities which were offered to a gullible 
public. The most famous of the fakes 
he exposed was the reputed original 
copy of the Book of Deuteronomy from 
the hand of Moses himself. It had been 
offered to Great Britain for fifteen mil- 
lion dollars, as money is now valued! 
He also improved the technique of geo- 
graphic research instituted by Robinson, 
and he identified a number of new sites. 
One. of these was Gezer, which was later 
excavated by Macalister and which 
proved the most important excavation 
in Palestine to be conducted before the 
World War. 

In the next article I hope to take up 
the history of scientific Palestinian 
archeology with a detailed study of 
Petrie’s excavations at Tell el Hesi; for 
these excavations mark the second major 
step in Palestinian research, even. as 
Robinson had inaugurated the first step 
with geographic researches. 

PITTSBURGH. 
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New Life in Bruges “the Dead City” 


By O. Vansteenberghe, D.D. 














dead city,” is what a famous 

writer called her. No town in 
Belgium is so characteristically medieval 
as Bruges. There, much better than in 
other towns, it is possible to learn how 
a city looked in the fourteenth, fifteenth, 
and sixteenth centuries. Some parts 
are of exquisite, others are of austere 
beauty. 

It is a city of contrasts. The busiest 
thoroughfare is only a stone’s throw 
from spots that are today as they were 
when Columbus landed in America. It 
is also a city of churches and convents. 
These are everywhere, of all styles and 
periods, some of them going back as far 
as the thirteenth century. At almost 
every hour of the day and through most 
of the night one can hear bells calling 
worshipers to some religious exercise. 

The power of Rome is strong in 
Bruges. The convents own much prop- 
erty, and it is not hard to believe that 
much of their money is invested in num- 
berless commercial or industrial enter- 
prises. 


“Biecca” la Morte,” — “Bruges the 


It would seem natural therefore that 
any Gospel work would find in Bruges a 
hard field. Hard it is indeed, but is any- 
thing too hard for the Lord? It is to 
him that we wish to offer praise for the 
trophies of divine grace whom it was 
our privilege to see recently. It was at 
an elders’ meeting where candidates for 
membership were to be examined. 

What are the questions that we put 
to our candidates and to which we ex- 
pect a clear-cut answer? 

The first and all important is: Are 
you a child of God? Are you sure that 
your sins are forgiven and that you pos- 
sess eternal life? Others follow, such 
as: Have you settled the question of 
separation from all Romish practices and 
the world? Are you willing to contrib- 
ute according to your means toward the 
maintenance and the extension of the 
work of God? In the case of young men 
or young women we refer to the prob- 
lem of becoming engaged to an uncon- 
verted person. Only when we are cer- 
tain that there is no compromise do we 
accept the candidate into membership. 
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Our aim is not quantity, but rather qual- 
ity. 

That afternoon in Bruges there were 
nineteen candidates, eighteen of whom 
were accepted, the nineteenth being 
asked to wait a few weeks longer. 

What struck me while I listened to 
the testimonies of these babes in Christ 
was the sovereignty of God and his in- 
finite love and patience. The first to 
appear was an old married couple, Mr. 
and Mrs. R—. A few years ago they 
celebrated their golden wedding anni- 
versary. He used to work at the docks, 
and among the other dockers he had 
noticed one who every Monday was 
wont to tell of the beautiful sermons he 
had heard at a Protestant church. R— 
used to listen with eagerness to what 
the other nan had to say, but when in- 
vited to go to the Protestant church he 
refused, because the man who invited 
him used to get drunk from time to time. 
R— felt that the Gospel and the sin of 
drunkenness did not go together, and he 
would not go to hear the preacher. 

That was years ago, before the Belgian 
Gospel Mission was established in 
Bruges. Later on the daughter of R— 
married and the son-in-law became in- 
terested in the Word of God and, after 
his conversion, a member of our church. 
That was at the end of 1936. Since then, 
this son-in-law has been instrumental in 
bringing his wife and other members of 
his family to a saving knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Four generations of 
that family are now members of the 
church, or at least regular visitors at our 
hall, all because of the true and faithful 
testimony of one man. Is this not an 
incentive to persevere in well doing? 


Open-Air Meetings Single-Handed 


The next candidates are also husband 
and wife. He heard the Gospel on the 
market where our Brother Teeuwissen 
stands nearly every Saturday, holding 
single-handed an open-air meeting last- 
ing sometimes two to three hours. It 
was a long time before the man finally 
entered the hall. Several times he 
passed in front of it, but dared not enter. 
At last a friend of his prevailed upon 
him, and since then he has never failed 
to attend. He and his wife are slowly 
dying from an awful disease, but they 
are happy. The Gospel has brought joy 
where otherwise there would be at best 
a sullen resignation broken by sudden 
bursts of rebellion. Our friends know 
now that the Lord makes no mistake. 
There is victory and joy in their lives. 

Now it is the turn of a young man 
brought to the meetings by his brother. 
The latter is a dealer in bones and rags 
who visits the neighboring villages. Fol- 
lowing the example of the colporteurs of 
the sixteenth century, who carried por- 
tions of God’s Word hidden beneath their 
stock in trade, this man takes with him 
New Testaments and Bibles, and wher- 
ever he finds a desire for the Word of 
Life he offers his books and tells what 
the Lord has done for him. 

The next married couple has an inter- 
esting story. The Lord had no place in 
their home, which was childless. The 
husband used to leave his wife much 
alone in order to play billiards with his 
friends. The brother of the wife had 
been saved and was trying to prevail 
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upon his sister to attend the meetings. 
For a long time the woman promised 
but never with the intention of really 
going. The time came, however, when 
she felt so lonely that she decided to go 
and listen to what the preacher had to 
say. However, that Sunday she fell ill, 
and through a strange concurrence of 
circumstances it was her husband who 
went. The following Sunday she also 
attended the meeting, and the only thing 
that struck her was the text on the wall 
above the head of the preacher: “The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin!” She remembered noth- 
ing of the prayers or the sermon or 
even the hymns of which the Flemish 
people are so fond. The message on the 
wall was for her, she knew it. From 
that time onward, every Sunday she and 
her husband were at every meeting, and 
very soon both found peace through the 
precious Blood. 

Two more married couples,—one of 
them is accompanied by their daughter 
of sixteen who also wants to become a 
member of the church. Both men are 
sons of one of our oldest members, Mrs. 
V. d. E. This woman has prayed for 
years for the conversion of her children, 
and now, after fifteen years of untiring 
ministery of intercession, one after the 
other, her three sons have come, the two 
married ones with their wives. Some- 
times it seemed as if there would be 
no turning away from self-will. But 
the Lord in his time and way heard 
the prayers of the dear mother. What 
an encouragement to us not to slacken 
our intercession for those who are near 
and dear to us! 

The eighteen new members in Bruges 
were made up of six married couples, 
two children of converts, one wife of 
a member, and three others,—in all, 
eight men and ten women. 

Is it any wonder that when we had 
seen the last of the candidates leave, 





“Very gladly do we authorize you 
to organize a meeting in our town. 
We shall inform the Central Police 
Station in order that your meeting 
may be undisturbed, and we wish 
you great success upon your efforts.” 
This friendly letter was received 
this spring from an official of a 
small town in Belgium in answer 
to the request of the Directors of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission for permis- 
sion to hold an open-air meeting. 

While all such replies are not so 
friendly, yet it is typical of the atti- 
tude of many in Belgium. The Mis- 
sion has permission again this year 
to conduct open-air meetings in 
Brussels, and doubtless soon will 
have in many other towns. Accord- 
ing to the most recent figures, the 
Mission is now holding meetings 
regularly —in addition to these 
open-air meetings—in_ seventy- 
eight different places. The con- 
tinued prayers and financial support 
of oid and new friends of the Mis- 
sion are needed to make this work 
possible. Gifts should be sent to 
the Treasurer, C. G. Trumbull, 325 
N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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there was a song of praise in our hearts? 
In the “dead city” new life is being 
given to lost men and women, and there 
is being slowly built up a spiritual edi- 
fice to the glory of our Father in Heaven, 

From the human standpoint the mate- 
rial may seem poor, because among our 
people there are “not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble.” But the Lord looks at the 
heart, and there he sees a new life grow- 
ing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Yes, a new era is dawning over Bel- 
gium. Recently a leading article of one 
of our best dailies was devoted to our 
open-air work in Brussels, the Belgian 
capital. The offices of the daily over- 
look the Place de Brouckére where 
regularly the message of salvation is 
announced by us. The writer had evi- 
dently had ample occasion to see our 
men and listen to them. On the whole 
his article was not unfriendly, although 
the paper is outspokenly Roman Cath- 
olic. 


“A Great Door ... Many Adversaries” 


We have reason te believe that our 
open-air work in Brussels is reaching 
people from every town and village of 
Belgium. Our country is so small and 
Brussels so centrally located that the 
capital city receives the visit at some 
time or other of every adult Belgian. 
Our meetings are held in the open 
squares of Brussels where we are sure 
to reach the largest audiences possible. 

The more than five million Bibles, 
New Testaments, Gospels, and other 
Bible portions that have been sold and 
distributed freely in Belgium have cre- 
ated a new attitude toward the Word of 
God. The Roman Catholic Church real- 
izes this, because today no less than 
three different Roman Catholic versions 
of the whole Dutch Bible are being pub- 
lished. All this has happened in two 
years. Before that time all that could 
be had was a New Testament at an ex- 
orbitant price. Of course, the prices of 
the new versions will still be very high, 
at least three dollars, and consequently 
beyond an ordinary purse. 

In the French speaking part of the 
country, the Roman Catholic Church is 
following another method. There, in 
certain towns, nuns have been going’ 
from door to door offering for sale single 
Gospels and the four Gospels bound to- 
gether. 

Such happenings indeed mark the be- 
ginning of a new era in Belgium which 
will create new opportunities, if the 
Lord grants that we may be spared the 
restrictions of further political complica- 
tions. 

In our rural communities where open- 
air work is more difficult because of 
local conditions, the Gospel is spreading 
nevertheless. In small villages where 
big events are a rarity every bit of news, 
however small, is the occasion for talk 
and comment. A choice morsel is always 
the work of the Protestants. This makes 
our propaganda easy and in some cases 
the location of our halls a matter of 
minor importance. When pecple are 
really interested they will bicycle ten 
to fifteen miles to hear the Bible ex- 
pounded. 

This is so in Coeckelaere, an offshoot 
of the work in Ichteghem. As a result 
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of a very sad happening in the home of 
the people who gave us freely the use 
of a large room, our meetings had to 
be stopped for months. The Christians 
in Coeckelaere had no hall where they 
could gather. All efforts to secure one 
were in vain. At last a man came to 
one of our Christians and offered his 
house for sale. A brief visit to the 
building convinced us that the price was 
very moderate. For $270, including fees, 
we were offered a one-floor brick build- 
ing about twenty by twelve feet. Be- 
side that the property includes another 
small building and a narrow strip of 
land. The Christians were asked what 
they could do themselves to pay for this 
property, and within five days over one 
hundred dollars was raised in cash and 
pledges. The house stands at the end of 
an alleyway and in the midst of a clus- 
ter of small houses and would be of no 
use in a larger town where it would be 
iost to view. But in that village we 
can be sure that its location is already 
known and that before long everybody 
within a radius of ten miles will know 
that the Protestants own a building in 
Coeckelaere. 

The work goes on in spite of difficul- 
ties and discouragements. There are 
stations where there is dryness and stag- 
nation and the need of a sweeping work 
of the Holy Spirit. We are praying that 
the Lord may grant this. But all the 
time there is growth, some seeds bearing 
a hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some 
thirtyfold, till the Lord come! 


BRUSSELS. 








‘Notes from a 
Layman's Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 

















A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


Let Christ the King of Israel de- 
scend now from the cross, that we 
may see and believe (Mark 15:32). 


HE Lord Jesus may have referred to 

this reproach as well as to Thomas’ 
words to the disciples (John 20:25) when 
he said to Thomas, “Because thou hast 
seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed.” Perhaps John heard the taunt- 
ing words of the chief priests as he stood 
by the cross and repeated them to 
Thomas. The latter, then, would under- 
stand the Lord’s gentle reproof in quot- 
ing them, just as Peter no doubt under- 
stood the threefold repetition, “Lovest 
thou me?” as an allusion to the triple 
denial. Thomas’ words, “Except I shall 
see ...I will not believe,” ranged him 
with the enemies of Christ as did Peter’s 
presence with them by the fireside in the 
hall. 

Se 


Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? (Rom. 8:35.) 


ARK, it says “Who” not “What” shall 
separate us. This in spite of the 
fact that all the seven items that follow 
are things, not persons. The “Who” is 
Satan, Christ’s great adversary, working 
with tribulation, distress, persecution, 
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famine, nakedness, peril, and sword. So 
in John 10:29 it is, in the Greek, “No 
one” (not “no man”) “is able to pluck 
them out of my Father’s hand.” It 
would be of little comfort if merely no 
man were able to prevail against us. 
“My Father, which gave them: me, is 
greater than all,” —the powers of dark- 
ness as well as of mankind. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Suaday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


A few of the letters and answers in 
this department which are of special 
interest to young people are pub- 
lished from time to time in CurIs- 
TIAN YoutH, the TIMES weekly paper 
for children and young people. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have read your prob- 
lems in The Sunday School Times and also 
your book, “Girls’ Problems of Today,” and 
I received much help from them. I am a 
Christian girl fifteen years old, and I am 
trying to live the way Christ would have 
me live. Here is my problem: 

I think it is natural for me to be interested 
in boys at about this age. I have never had 
a date, but have been at gatherings where 
there were groups of young people. Some- 
times boys have started a conversation with 
me, or said something to me, and I never 
know how to keep up a conversation. It 
seems to run in our family to be of a quiet 
nature, but I want to know how to keep up 
a nice conversation. I have this trouble with 
other people, too. Among boys that I know 
they will soon go to another girl rather than 
me, and I believe it is because I am so quiet. 
It is not dates that I am after, but just 
friendships in a nice way. 

I do not go to movies, do not dance or 
play cards because I think that a Christian 
should not indulge in worldly things. 

Will you please tell me how to keep up a 
conversation and what to talk about, espe- 
cially to boys, and also some pointers on 
how to act with boys. 

In the summer I enjoy going to Bible con- 
ferences, camp meetings, and other gather- 
ings. There are always some fine Christian 
young people there. 

I would like to know how to get acquainted 
with boys -vithout flirting. I easily get ac- 
quainted with girls by asking them where 
they are from, or something like that, and 
I have met some fine Christian girls in this 
way. 

Would it be flirting to get acquainted 
with boys in this way? I hope you will 
understand what I have tried to ask you. 
Thanking you for any help you may give 
me, I am, 


Y DEAR GIRL: I can appreciate 

your difficulty in making friends 
with the boys. In Proverbs 18:24 we 
read, “A man that hath friends must 
shew himseif friendly.” And as this is 
the desire in your heart it should show 
in your actions. 

I know from your letter that you make 
these things a subject of prayer, and as 
a Christian you couldn’t walk pleasing 
to God without this intercourse with 
him. Having had this conversation with 
the Lord before you begin your day, 
throw all anxiety concerning your acts 
and doings on him; this will be the secret 
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of your success in your friendships. Try 
to forget yourself and your desires, and 
be natural. Never try to win any friend, 
but be gracious to all, and helpful wher- 
ever you can; an understanding heart is 
worth more than gold. In Proverbs 3:13 
we read, “Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom, and the man that getteth under- 
standing.” Read the next few verses in 
this chapter, and you will find how it de- 
scribes the value of “wisdom and under- 
standing.” 

Too often we plan and try to work out 
our desires, and fail. Far better to for- 
get yourself and work under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit who will give 
you power to think above self. This 
will make you mindful of other people, 
and as you think on others, and try to 
be helpful, you will grow to understand 
them and make yourself valuable as a 
friend. Do not try to win either a boy 
or a girl as a friend, but by being natu- 
ral and watching for opportunities to 
be gracious and helpful you will endear 
yourself to them unconsciously. This 
will: be pleasing to your Lord, for he 
himself sought not to “please himself” 
but was always mindful of others. 

I am glad you are a “separated Chris- 
tian,” for the influence of the movies 
and other worldly pleasures all tend to 
make one copy the unreal and the un- 
true, and it shows that our choice for 
pleasure in life is not of the best. As 
you seek for the highest that God has 
for you, you will find that others are 
drawn to you; for after all, our Lord 
cannot be hid when he dwells within us, 
for he will be a light which will draw 
and lead others to him. 

“How to keep up a conversation”? 
Here again, seek that which is of in- 
terest to the one with whom you are 
conversing. Ask questions so that you 
will learn what interests him, find out 
the studies which he prefers, and try to 
draw from him the difficulties he has 
had in school, or perchance business, if 
he is not in school. It will not be long 
before you begin to know the boy in his 
everyday life, and you will know his 
hopes for the future, and, by an inter- 
change of experiences and opinions, you 
will soon know each other. 

Forget yourself as much as possible, 
and don’t try or study to make friends, 
but with an abandon of self and a prayer 
to God for his guidance, you will find 
you will be sought, and God willbe able 
to use you with both girls and boys 
wherever you are. If at a conference, 
or in your church gatherings, there is 
no reason why you should not treat a 
boy as you would a girl in getting ac- 
quainted. 

Remember that back of all your ac- 
quaintances God wants to use you to 
make you a power in his service. Don’t 
hesitate to write again if my advice 
doesn’t seem really satisfying to you. 


vg 


We cannot be in any place to so much 
advantage as where the call of duty 
leads. What we cannot avoid, may we 
cheerfully submit to, and not indulge a 
vain thought that we should choose a 
better situation for ourselves (all things 
considered) than He has chosen for us. 
—John Newton. 
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LESSON 12. JUNE 19. THE SUFFERING SERVANT 


International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 15 : 22-39 


Golden Text.—For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life 
a ransom for many.—Mark 10: 45 




















Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 15:22 And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which 
is, being interpreted, The place of a skull. 

23 And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but 
he received it not. 

24 And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, 
casting lots upon them, what every man should take. 

25 And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. 

26 And the superscription of his accusation was written over, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

27 And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his 
right hand, and the other on his left. 

28 Andvthe scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was 
numbered with the transgressors. 

29 And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, 
and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it 
in three days, 

30 Save thyself, and come down from the cross. 

31 Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among them- 
selves with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save. 

32 Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the Cross, 
that we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with 
him reviled him. 

33 And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over 
the whole land until the ninth hour. 

34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

35 And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, 
Behold, he calleth Elias. 

36 And one ran and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it 
on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see 
whether Elias will come to take him down. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 15:22 And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which 
is, being interpreted, The place of a skull. 23 And they offered 
him wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not. 24 And 
they crucify him, and part his garments among them, casting lots 
upon them, what each should take. 25 And it was the third 
hour, and they crucified him. 26 And the superscription of his 
accusation was written over, THE KING oF THE JEWS. 27 And with 
him they crucify two robbers; one on his right hand, and one 
on his left... 29 And they that passed by railed on him, wagging 
their heads, and saying, Ha! thou that destroyest the 2 temple, 
and buildest it in three days, 30 save thyself, and come down from 
the cross. 31 In like manner also the chief priests mocking him 
among themselves with the scribes said, He saved others; * him- 
self he cannot save. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, now 
come down from the cross, that we may see and believe. And 
they that were crucified with him reproached him. 

33 And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over 
the whole ‘land until the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which 
is, being interpreted, "My God, my God, *why hast thou for- 
saken me? 35 And some of them that stood by, when they 
heard it, said, Behold, he calleth Elijah. 36 And one ran, and 
filling a sponge full of vinegar, put it on a reed, and gave him 
to drink, saying, Let be; let us see whether Elijah cometh to 
take him down. 37 And Jesus uttered a loud voice, and gave 
up the ghost. 38 And the veil of the 2temple was rent in two 
from the top to the bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who 
stood by over against him, saw that he 7so gave up the ghost, 
he said, Truly this man was ®the Son of God. 


1Many ancient authorities insert v. 28 And the scripture 
was fulfilled, which saith, And he was reckoned with trans- 








37 And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. 
38 And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top 


to the bottom. 


39 And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw 
that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost he said, Truly this 


man was the Son of God. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS not easy to write on these -verses. 
| They portray for us—briefly, syc- 

cinctly, the supreme tragedy of the 
ages, the pivotal fact of all history, the 
central theme of all prophecy, the fulfill- 
ment of ‘multitudinous types and 
shadows of the old dispensation, the 
introduction into the kingdom of grace. 
All eternity past looked to the cross. 
All eternity future looks back to it. Yet 
the Holy Spirit wastes no word, either 
in Mark or the other Gospels, to arouse 
the emotions or to specially stress any 
particular act connected with this stu- 
pendous event. It is told in the simplest 
of terms and in the fewest possible sen- 
tences. There is no rhetorical embel- 
lishment of any kind. God would occupy 
us with the dignity of the Person and 
the perfection of the work that Christ 
accomplished when he bore the shame 
of the cross. We must turn to other 
Scriptures for the explanation of it all. 
Elsewhere we learn that, on the cross, 
the Sinless One was made sin for us, 
—that Christ bore our sins in his own 
body on the tree (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2: 
24). “Christ died” is a great historical 
fact. “For our sins” is the doctrinal 
truth based upon the fact (1 Cor. 15:3). 


gressors.. See Luke 22:37. *#Or, sanctuary. *Or, can he not 


save himself? ‘Or, earth. ®Psa. 22:1. *%Or, why didst thou 
forsake me? ‘Many ancient authorities read so cried out, 


and gave up the ghost. *Or, a son of God. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Historical Setting 


Following the arrest of Jesus Christ, 
he was taken, early in the morning, 
to the house af Caiaphas for trial, where 
his every legal right was flouted. Peter’s 
denial occurred during the course of this 
examination, which was a sad mockery 
of justice. When Pilate sat on the judg- 
ment seat, Christ was brought before 
him and after the procurator vainly 
sought to release him, he was condemned 
to death in its cruelest form, by cruci- 
fixion. From Gabbatha, the judgment 
hall, he carried his cross, with the aid 
of Simon, a Cyrenian, to Golgotha. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 15:22.—“The place of a skull.” 
Calvary, which is Latin, and Golgotha, 
which is Aramaic, both mean the same 
thing. 

Verse 23.—“Wine mingled with myrrh.” 
This was a stupefying draught, which 
our Lord refused. It would have dead- 
ened his pain, but he would not accept 
this. He would bear to the fullest ex- 
tent all the anguish of the cross. 

Verse 24.—“Casting lots” for his gar- 
ments. Literally a prophecy uttered 
nearly a thousand years before and re- 
corded in Psalm 22:18 was fulfilled as 
the hardened soldiers gambled at the 
very foot of the cross for his clothing. 

Verse 25.—“The third hour.” This 
would be our nine o’clock in the morn- 
ing, our Lord being on the cross six 


hours, from the third to the ninth hour. 
During the first three hours there was 
light. In those hours he suffered at the 
hands of man. It was not this suffering 
that put away sin. 


Verse 26.—“The superscription.” It 
was customary to put a placard:on the 
stake, telling why a criminal was under- 
going crucifixion. Pilate’s grim jest 
was truer than he realized, for Jesus was 
in very truth “The King of the Jews.” 
He is yet to sit on David’s throne. 


Verses 27, 28—“Two thieves.” And 
thus another Scripture was fulfilled, 
which says, “He was numbered with the 
transgressors” (Isa. 53:12). 


Verse 29.—“They ... railed on him.” 
This, too, had been predicted (Psa. 22: 
7; 69:12). They mocked his dying agony, 
hurling back upon him his own words 
as to the rebuilding in three days of the 
destroyed temple of his body (John 2: 
19). Soon his declaration would prove 
to be true! 


Verses 30, 31.—“Himself he cannot 
save.” They taunted him with his ap- 
parent helplessness as they challenged 
him to descend from the cross. But lit- 
tle they knew the depth of the truth 
involved in their ribald taunt, “He saved 
others; himself he cannot save.” He 
must die, if sinners were to be deliv- 
ered from judgment. 


Verse 32.—“Christ the King of Israel.” 
In bitter irony they used this term, but 
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never were truer words uttered. The 
crucified is indeed Israel’s King, as they 
shall yet acknowledge in the day of his 
power. 


Verse 33.—“The sixth hour.” At high 
noon a great change took place. The sun 
seemed blotted out of the heavens. 
For the next three hours a supernatural 
darkness spread over all the land. Christ 
was now being made sin for us. The 
great sin offering was being consumed 
outside the camp. It was not, as some 
have conjectured, an eclipse, for it was 
the time of the full moon. That dark- 
ness was the symbol of a deeper gloom 
that overshadowed Immanuel’s soul as it 
was made an offering for sin. 


Verse 34.—“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabach- 
thani.” The words are Aramaic, un- 
doubtedly the language of his childhood. 
They constitute the opening sentence of 
Psalm 22. It was justice hiding the face 
of God from Jesus Christ as he took our 
place and the weight of our sin fell upon 
him. He did not simply imagine he 
was forsaken. It was the sternest real- 
ity. God, the Holy One, could not look 
upon sin even when it was borne by his 
own blessed Son as our surety. 


Verses 35, 36.—“A spunge full of vine- 
gar.” The rabble would not understand 
his utterance, but some of them sug- 
gested that by “Eloi” he meant Elijah 
the prophet. One, more kindly disposed 
than the rest, offered him vinegar on 
a sponge, the sour wine of the country, 
in response to another’ cry, unrecorded 
here, “I thirst” (John 19:28, 29). 


Verse 37.—“Cried with a loud voice.” 
It was not waning strength that caused 
his death. He cried in triumph, “It is 
finished” (John 19:30), and then dis- 
missed his spirit. It was an act of his 
own will (Matt. 27:50). He “yielded up 
the ghost.” That is, he voluntarily gave 
up his spirit. 

Verse 38.—“The veil ... was rent.” 
The rending of the veil in the Temple 
was God’s own act. It was torn apart 
from the top to the bottom, signifying 
the end of the legal dispensation and 
the opening of the way into the presence 
of God for all believers. 


Verse 39.—“‘The Son of God.” The 
testimony of the Roman centurion came 
as the firstfruits of millions of Gentiles 
who were yet to exclaim with him, 
“Truly this man was the Son of God.” 
His very death was a testimony to his 
deity. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It was not what the Lord Jesus Christ 
suffered at the hands of men that “put 
away sin” (Heb. 9:26). It was what he 
endured at the hand of God when he be- 
came the supreme Sin Offering. In those 
hours of darkness, all the accumulated 
wrath of God against sin fell upon him. 
He could then cry, “All thy waves and 
thy billows are gone over me” (Psa. 
42:7). There the “deep” of our sin called 
upon the “deep” of the divine righteous- 
ness, and the waterspouts of judgment 
burst over our holy substitute. He was 
made sin for us in the sense that he 
stood in our stead and was dealt with as 
though accountable for all our sin. This 
is the very heart of the Gospel. 

May we never think lightly of the 
cross and of the One who suffered there 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
12. June 19.—The Suffering Servant. 
Mark 15:22-39 
13. June 26.—Sharing Service with the 
Living Christ ..Mark 16:1-8, 14-16, 19, 20 
Third Quarter 
1. July 3.—Joshua: A Choice of Loyal- 
, eeener tes tr” Numbers 27:15-23; 
Joshua 1:1-9; 24:1-31 
2. July 10.—Caleb: Life-Time Devotion. 
Numbers 13:26-33; Joshua 14:6-15 
3. July 17.—Deborah: Emergency Lead- 
pe ee eee ee Judges 4:1 to 5:31 
4. July 24.—Gideon: Following God’s 
NE nt ti Sac eek Judges 6:1 to 8:35 
5. July 31.—Samson: Strength and Weak- 
GR ection Judges, Chapters 13 to 16 
. August 7.—Ruth: Adventurous Faith. 
Book of Ruth 
. August 14.—The Relation of Temper- 
ance to Character (A personal as- 
pect of temperance). Proverbs 4:10- 
23; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8 


an 
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the very pangs of hell that we might be 
forever free from judgment. 
Lesson Outlines 
THE SIN OFFERING 
The Type 
Most Holy (Lev. 6:25) 
Slain for sinners (Lev. 5:4) 
Burned outside the camp (Lev. 5:12) 
The blood upon the mercy seat (Lev. 
16: 14) 
The Antitype 
Christ the Holy One (Luke 1:35) 
1. He did no sin (1 Pet. 2:22) 
2. He knew no sin (2 Cor. 5:21) 
3. In him is no sin (1 John 3:5) 
Made sin for us (2 Cor. 5:21) 
His soul a sin offering (Isa. 53:10) 
Entered into the holiest by his blood 
(Heb. 9:12) 
Available for all the world (1 John 
2:2) 
THE DEATH OF CHRIST 
1. For our sins (1 Cor. 15:3) 
2. To put away sin as a barrier be- 
tween man and God (Heb. 9:26) 
3. To redeem us from the present 
world, or age (Gal. 1:4) 
4. To bring us to God (1 Pet. 3:18) 
5. That we should not live for self 
(2 Cor. 5:15) F 
6. To deliver us from the curse of the 
law (Gal. 3:13) 
7. To save us from the power of sin 
(Rom. 6: 10-12) 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
The Darkness. A Navajo Indian girl 
wrote me a letter once, telling of her 
conversion. She closed by saying, “I 
know that I am saved because of what 
Jesus did in the dark.” She was right. 
It was in those hours of darkness, when 
God’s face was hidden from him, that 
he drained the cup of wrath in order 
that we might drink the cup of salvation. 
The Rent Veil. The distinctive truth of 
the new dispensation is here set forth. 
Thy way into the holiest has now been 
manifested. In all the infinite value of 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ we may 
go boldly into the immediate presence 
of God, as purged worshipers. 
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Practical and Personal Applications 


The cross tells out, as nothing else 
can, our guilt and God’s great love. Have 
we trusted the holy Sufferer, who died 
there that we might live? 


Have we taken sides against the world 
that crucified Jesus? 


Are we still under condemnation be- 
cause of rejecting Christ, or have we 
definitely received him as our Saviour? 


What does the death of Jesus Christ 
really mean to us? 


Have we entered into the meaning of 
the cry of the Lord Jesus, “It is fin- 
ished”? 

Are we trying vainly to fit ourselves 
for God’s presence, while rejecting his 
Son? 

Have we owned, with the centurion, 
that Jesus Christ is truly the Son of 
God? 

Do we seek to live day by day with 
the cross of Christ before us? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The crucifixion of Christ is, on man’s 
part, the supreme crime of the ages, but, 
on God’s part, the fullest possible ex- 
pression of perfect love. 


Consider the callousness of men who 
could gamble for the clothing of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, while he was dying 
to provide a robe of righteousness for 
them! 


-When the King of the Jews came the 
first time, he was accorded a crown of 
thorns, but when he comes again, he 
will wear many diadems of glory (Rev. 
19: 12). 


The most dreadful thought a lost soul 
can have will be this: the Lord Jesus 
Christ died and I knew all about it, but 
I never trusted him! 


Through the rent veil God can now 
come out to man and man can go in to 
God. 


The veil typified the humanity of 
Jesus Christ, which had to be rent in 
death for God to be fully revealed. 


As the Son of God who gave himself 
for us, surely the Lord Jesus is entitled 
to all our love and devotion. 

CHICAGO. : 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT is the meaning of Golgotha? 
2. Why did the Lord Jesus Christ 
refuse the wine and myrrh? 


3. In what Psalm do we find the prophecy 
concerning casting lots for his garments, 
and when was it written? 

4. How many hours was the Lord Jesus 
on the cross, and how were they divided? 

5. When had Christ uttered the prophecy 
about_ destroying the Temple and raising 
it again? 

6. Why could not the Lord Jesus have 
saved himself from the cross? 

7. What do the hours of darkness signify? 

8. Why did God forsake the Lord Jesus 
on the cross? 

9. What does the rending of the Temple 
veil signify? 

10. In what way did the centurion bear 
witness to Christ? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 413 of this issue. 
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Lesson for June 19 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, as 
we think of the crucifixion of our Lord we 
are keenly reminded of the great words he 
uttered to Nicodemus: ‘For God so loved 

. -’ It was sinful man that God loved 
to the infinite measure of the sacrifice of 
Jesus, the Messiah, as the substitute for sin- 
ning man. So great love as this brings us 
into deep humiliation at the foot of the cross, 
and in our dim way we try to realize what 
such love can mean in the midst of an un- 
loving world. The heart keeps saying over 
and over again — “It was for me, it was for 


me.”” What can we do to requite such love’ 


as that? How may we show forth our grati- 
tude far beyond words? Help us, we pray 
thee, to commit ourselves to the suffering 
Servant who Ioved us with an _ everlasting 
love, and gave himself for us that we might 
live. In his dear name we pray. Amen. 

After’ the Lesson.—Let us ask the pas- 
tor to read aloud to us, while we sit 
in silent prayer, the first nine verses of 
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, — the 
sacrifice made for us by Christ, Jeho- 
vah’s Servant. Let us all be very still 
as we hear these great words, and think 
of the love of Christ. (The pastor will 
read the verses.) And now let us say to- 
gether John 3:16. Yes, it was to such 
an extent as this that God loved the 
world, and he loves us who are just 
helpless sinners, if we have not known 
the Lord Jesus. But nearly all of us 
here today, I believe, do know him, and 
are living in the light of his wonderful 
love. He has his faithful followers in 
many parts of the world today, where 
some are under fierce persecution. Per- 
haps you and I will know what it is to 
be persecuted one of these days, but 
shall we not make up our minds well in 
advance that we will stand true to him, 
who gave himself for us? There will 
certainly be opportunities in this very 
week to show our loyalty to him. Shall 
we do so? Let us pray. 





UFFERING SERVANT 
"THE SUFFICIENT SAVIOUR 


HAVE I ACCEPTED HIM?, 











The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Sin—With him they crucify. two 
thieves he was numbered with 
the transgressors (Mark 15:27, 28). Born 
as a baby and “numbered” with one of 
us. Died “numbered” with one of us. 
Greatest sight in all the world’s history 
was to be seen that day on “Gallows 
Hill,” outside the city gates. 

Why sin had to be dealt with so tragic- 
ally and painfully we do not know. Per- 
haps it is because we just do not realize 
what a terrible thing sin and its conse- 
quences really are. We live with sin so 
intimately and constantly it becomes too 
familiar (Prov. 14:9; Rom. 3:23). 

In the great Nobel factories where 
they manufacture explosives, the men 
are dressed in flaming red, so that their 
very presence may shout to themselves, 
and others, “Danger!” Yet we are told 
those who spend years employed there, 
with an explosion now and then, never 
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feel the peril of their dangerous voca- 


tion. 19 
“I wouldn’t work in ly, $49 138 


der mill if it was the last job on earth,” 
exclaimed the mafQMGR RR GAT ONAL LIBRARY 


a blowup in “the a 
some twenty ant away. f mer’ knew 
and felt that way about sin they would 
do their best to avoid all sin as they 
would a powder miil. 

None of the du Pont family were ever 
known to be afraid of their industry. 
I reckon this is because they were born 
and brought up in touch with the busi- 
ness. It was only when there was a 
blowup that the danger was brought 
home. It is much like this with sin. 

The Lord Jesus knew what sin means 
in the light of eternity, so in order to 
save the world God made and loved, 
Christ became numbered with us trans- 
gressors that his blood might save us, 
and give us a place with him in Heaven. 
“The Suffering Servant,” sure enough ! 


“Practical Paradoxes.”—My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me? (v. 
34.) Many years ago the late Mr. B. B. 
Comegys, a Philadelphia banker, took 
me to a Bible class in the West Walnut 
Street Presbyterian Church. This class 
was taught by the father of the present 
Editor of the Times, the eminent Dr. 
Henry Clay Trumbull. 

This was the lesson of the evening. 
The method of Dr. Trumbull was, as 
one fellow described it, to drag his coat- 
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tails up and down before his class, hop- 
ing some one would step on them! 

This exclamation of the Saviour from 
the cross was under consideration, but 

cb IBRARY one seemed desirous of getting on 

he coattails. It is said, “Fools rush in 

here angels fear to tread,” and so it 
happened I became the adventurer. 

“What did Christ mean when he cried, 
‘My God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ af 
asked the doctor. 

“The Bible means what it says, doesn’t 
it?” I asked. 

“No,” cried Dr, Trumbull, “the Bible 
doesn’t mean what it says, it means what 
it means.” 

And then we got a fine talk on Bible 
paradoxes. A number of these were 
published in a small volume under the 
title “Practical Paradoxes.” Dr. Trum- 
bull sent me an autographed copy dated 
January 25, 1899. Here are some of the 
chapters: One and One Are More Than 
Two; The Littles Are the Larger; Giving 
is Getting; A Part is Greater than the 
Whole; Changing the Past. There are 
nineteen paradoxes in all. In regard to 
“Changing the Past,” this last paradox, 
Dr. Trumbull gives 2 Kings 20:11 and 
writes, “So God did change the past, ... 
and what God has done once, God can 
do again.” 

I learned later that Dr. Trumbull ‘got 
the idea I was an expert his class had 
brought in “to have some fun with him 
by striking some fire out of the teacher.” 

As a result of this meeting we became 


“THE LORD HATH LAID ON HIM THE INIQUITY OF US ALL” 
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friends. He sent me a copy of his book, 
and eight years later I was invited to 
take this place in “The Busy Men’s Cor- 
ner.” 


The Soldier’s Verdict.—The centurion 

.. said, Truly this man was the Son of 
God (v. 39). “But you did not tell us in 
that former paragraph what that awful 
cry from the cross meant.” 

Yes, I did. It means what it says. God 
had forsaken him. To be forsaken of 
God is the depth of human misery. The 
medical profession has drugs to deaden 
bodily agonies, but there is no opiate for 
the agony of the soul. This is what the 
world’s sin did for the Lord Jesus. 

In the Bible narrative the Roman sol- 
dier always shows up favorably. Presi- 
dent Theodore Roosevelt used to say 
when he, as President, wanted a thing 
put through, he got a soldier to do it. 
That was the way we got the Panama 
Canal. 

Soldiers are trained and disciplined 
men. The boys to get through West Point 
and Annapolis have to be high grade 
fellows. In another connection I have 
quoted Dr. Charles Goodell. He says: 

“Of the 2,000 middies I found at An- 
napolis 1,200 were professing Christians, 
while the 800 were splendidly receptive 
to the Gospel message.” 

The West Point football team, at the 
end of a great game at Baltimore, “stood 
grouped together with bared heads at 
the close of its greatest victory and of- 
fered up thanks to God while 80,000 peo- 
ple stared down wonderingly.” 

Here in our lesson is a Roman West 
Pointer of 1,900 years ago, whose mili- 
tary orders and duty put him in charge 
of “‘the firing squad.” Having seen close 
up what he saw, he recognized the exe- 
cuted one was all he claimed to be. 

It takes a soldier, trained in accuracy, 
to understand and rightly estimate all 
the fine points of the things with which 
he has to deal. This is why General 
Goethals couid conquer tropical condi- 
tions and build a great canal, and why 
an unbiased Roman executioner could 
send down the centuries the additional 
evidence that the Master was indeed the 
Son of God. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 

sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be evailable. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
‘Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lessen list after the werd “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit te six the total for any one lesson. 

When He Could Not Pay.—For even 
the Son of man came not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many (Golden 
Text). One time Henry Clay borrowed 
some money from a New York banker 
and soon after suffered very serious 
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financial reverses. When the notes came 
due, he was so crippled he could not 
meet them, and went to the bank to 
ask for renewals. The banker said, “We 
have no note of yours here.” 
you must have,” said Mr. Clay. “I gave 
you one six months ago.” “Yes,” said 
the banker, “we had one sometime ago, 
but some of your friends came and paid 
it, and there is nothing in our books 
against you now.” Ah, “Jesus paid it 
all,” will be our song, some day.—From 
H. Wigle, in “Cameos.” Sent by J. B. 
Lobb, Clinton, Ont. 


Did He Care?—To give his life a ran- 
som for many (Golden Text). A certain 
young man during his student days lost 
his faith and became an infidel. He 
lived a life notorious for its wickedness. 
Once in a spirit of levity he went to his 
old pastor and asked him about God in 
relation to a wicked life. He mentioned 
the_sins he had committed, and said after 
each one, “But I don’t care about that.” 
His pastor knew that it was said in a 
spirit of flippancy, and he _ replied, 
“Promise me to do one thing.” The man 
promised, and the pastor continued, 
“Every night for one week bow down 
and say, ‘O Jesus Christ, Thou hast died 
for my sin, but I don’t care about that.’” 
That night the young man tried to say 
it, but he could not say the last part of 
the sentence. On the fourth night he 
went to his pastor with a white face and 
said, “I could not say it."—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Roger J. Wells, 
Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


“Settled.”"—To give his life a ransom 
for many (Golden Text). A Christian 
invalid told me recently he had been 
troubled through all the sins of his life 
coming before him. I asked him if he 
had in the house such a thing as an old 
file of bills. He said he had. I remarked 
that if he looked at the amounts, and re- 
garded them all as debts, he might well 
be troubled; but that he would find the 
word “settled” or “paid” on every one 
of them. Similarly, the Lord Jesus 
Christ had settled with God for all his 
old sins. Instead of being troubled, he 
might lovingly and gratefully thank 
him. ... We may well keep our eye on 
the word “s#sttled,” and remember him 
who paid all our debts, and set us free.— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Environmer: Does Not Save.—To give 
his life a ransom for many (Golden 
Text). You might as well try to cure 
smallpox by scenery as try to save the 
world by improvement of environment. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


Why the Young Burglar Confessed.— 
To ‘give his life a ransom for many 
(Golden Text). A sixteen-year-old burg- 
lar was being questioned by officers in 
a police station, while in the next room 
a police quartet was rehearsing “Rock 
of Ages, Cleft for Me,” for a church 
service. While they sang the lines of 
the first verse the boy’s lip trembled. 
He listened to the familiar words about 
the water and the blood, the riven side 
of Christ, and the power of His blood 
to cleanse from the guilt and power of 
sin. When the men sang the last line 
the youth was in tears, and sobbed out, 


“Oh, yes, 
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“T’ll tell you all about it.” It might have 
taken the police officers hours to extract 
a confession from that boy, but just one 
verse of that old hymn melted his heart 
and opened his lips.—From editorial in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Alice 
L. Cary, Dayton, Ohio. 


The Signboard Cross.—They crucified 
him (Mark 15:25). As we look from our 
window in the little old Hotel Swan 
(dating from the seventeenth century) in 
Bolton, England, we look out upon a 
plain stone cross. ... The chief use of 
this stone cross was in the olden day 
and is to this present moment to furnish 
a place for measuring distances. ... The 
prophets of the Old Testament stood as 
signboards pointing distance and direc- 
tion. The ordinances observed by Israel 
for the centuries gave the mileage and 
said, “The Cross is in that direction.” 
And when history had come to its last 
mile, the final prophet said, as he 
pointed, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
Where we stand we look back, and there 
a rough wooden cross is to be seen and 
the words of another come to our lips, 
“Who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree, that we, being 
dead to sins, should live unto righteous- 
ness: by whose stripes ye were healed” 
(1 Pet. 2:24). Good old Bolton, you have 
much to teach us! May we, too, keep 
the Cross at the center, and measure 
everything by the Cross !—From an edi- 
torial in Moody Monthly. Sent by E. M. 
Cary, Dayton, Ohio. 


“Forgotten.”—My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? (v. 34.) The 
Holy Spirit wonderfully overrules mis- 
takes when he is dealing with hearts and 
souls. Dealing with an anxious, inquir- 
ing woman at the close of a service, I 
asked if she could,quote any Scripture. 
She gave John 3:16 but used the word 
“forgotten” instead of “begotten.” Tak- 
ing advantage of the thought of the word 
I asked her, “Do you know why God 
‘forgot’? his Son?” “No.” “It was be- 
cause the Lord wanted to remember you. 
God in Heaven was willing to part with 
his Son for a little while that he might 
have you forever. He let his Son be 
enveloped in terrible darkness, so that 
he might give you a crown of light. He 
let him die so that he could give you 
eternal life. It was for you that God 
‘forgot’ his Son.”—From “Romance of ‘a 
Doctor’s Visits,’ by Walter L. Wilson. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kans. 


Different from the Martyrs.—My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
(v. 34.) When Ignatius was waiting to 
be thrown to the lions, he cried, “Let 
me be food for the wild beasts, if only 
God be glorified !” When the flames were 
wrapping around the body of the aged 
Polycarp, he said, “I thank thee, O 
Father, that thou hast numbered me 
among the martyrs.” Bishop Latimer 
looked through the winding sheets of 
flame to Ridley, and cried, “Be of good 
cheer, Brother Ridley.” Why? Because 
each one felt the nearness of the Divine 
presence which took away the sting of 
death. But Christ, in the hour of his 
greatest need, is robbed of even the 
Father’s presence, and cries, “My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
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He who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity could not look even: upon his 
beloved Son when deluged thus in our 
sins.—From Arnold’s Practical Commen- 
tary. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Henry, S. 
Dak. Prize illustration. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: Let each child draw a cross 
in his book and print John 3:16. As you 
tell the story, draw on the blackboard 
the three crosses on the hill. This les- 
son, with last Sunday’s, is hard to teach 
to very small children, but both lessons 
are important. The Holy Spirit can use 
the story of Calvary to lead even a small 
child to accept Jesus Christ definitely as 
Saviour. Ask God to use you as you 
teach this lesson. 











THINK almost every one of you can 

say John 3:16. Let’s say it now. To- 
day we are studying about God’s love. 
How much did God love us? Enough to 
give his only begotten Son to die for us. 

Last Sunday we learned about Christ’s 
prayer in Gethsemane, and then Judas 
came and betrayed him. The mob took 
him into Jerusalem, and all that terrible 
night, the Lord Jesus was on trial before 
the high priest, and Pilate and Herod, 
and the soldiers mocked him, and beat 
him, and slapped his face, and spit on 
him, and pressed a crown.of thorns down 
on his héad so the blood®ran down his 
face. And he answered them not a word. 
He is the Lord of glory, and he was the 
Lord of glory then, and at any moment 
he could have destroyed them by saying 
the word, but because of his love and 
his. Father’s love for a wicked world, for 
us, he stood all the suffering of that 
awful night. And nobody could find 
any fault in him, yet they took him out 
to crucify him. . 

There is no person that can live a per- 
fect life, and because there is just one 
punishment for sin, and that is death, 
God sent his Son to take that punish- 
ment for sinners, so that they could go 
free, and have eternal life through Jesus 
Christ. I’m drawing three crosses on 
the board, for they crucified Jesus be- 
tween two thieves. While Christ hung 
on that cross, even the sun hid its face, 
and darkness came over the city, and 
when Christ gave up his life with a loud 
ery, “It is finished,” there was a great 
earthquake, and the veil of the Temple 
was torn in two from the top to the 
bottom. 

Why did the Lord Jesus die? Not be- 
cause he had to, for no man could kill 
him. He laid down his life for us, be- 
cause he came to earth to do his Father’s 
will; he came to die for us, because he 
and the Father so loved us. 

How can anybody refuse such love as 
this? If a friend had died for you to 
save your life, you would never stop 
telling about it, and how much you love 
him. But men can turn away and refuse 
Jesus Christ. I am praying that today if 
there is one boy or girl here who has 
not accepted Jesus Christ’ as his or her 
Saviour, they will do it now. 

Don’t refuse God’s love. 

Mopesto, CAttir. 
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Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Those Amazing and Precious 
Six Hours. 


Discussion: The responses of various 
groups and individuals at the cross — the 
soldiers, the scribes, the Pharisees, the 
multitude, the women, the centurion. 
Was Barabbas there? If so, what must 
he have thought? 


Objective: “And that was for me !” 


AY, fellows, give me your help as I 

try to lead you in thinking of those 
amazing and precious six hours, from 
9 A. M. to 3 P. M. on Friday, Crucifixion 
Day. There are no mental scales by 
which to weigh them. There is no im- 
aginative telescope by which to span 
their reach. There is no heart-searching 
capable of measuring the agony of them. 
There is no price standard, material, 
moral, or spiritual, by which we can 
even approximately estimate the value 
of them — neither their value to the ma- 
terial universe, nor to, the social order, 
nor to the eternal spiritual life. We can 
only pick at it. ; 

This is one way we can form an idea of 
what a terrific thing sin is. There is 
not one thing, nor any mass of things, 
you can do to wipe out the stain of sin. 
There is not one thing you can do to 
avert the fatality of sin. God’s Word 
says, “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
6:23). If you should lead a very nearly 
sinless life — say as pure and righteous a 
life as any mere man ever lived — and 
if you should live a thousand years of 
that kind of life, and then hang on a 
cross another thousand years, dying: 
that could not atone for your smallest 
sin. Yea, even if thousands of such 
lives should pool their righteousness and 
together hang on a Calvary for many 
thousands of years: that would not atone 
for the smallest sin. 

But the Lord Jesus Christ, in his six 
hours on the cross, paid the entire debt 
for all. the sins of all the world: in all 
ages — ages past, ages present, and ages 
to come. Do you think there are any 
terms of human measurement by which 
we could offer to pay our Redeemer for 
those six hours on the cross? Certainly 
there are not. We can only accept them 
as a gift. “The wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 

The late Arthur Brisbane, the brilliant 
columnist, in one of his syndicated para- 
graphs told of an Englishman who in- 
cluded in his will a request of 50,000 
pounds sterling to the British Empire, 
upon the condition that the money 
should be safely invested and the inter- 
est added (or compounded) from year 
to year, until the whole accumulation 
should be sufficient to pay off the 
national debt of England. Then Mr. 
Brisbane interestingly commented that it 
was not at all a fanciful thing to do; 
that, indeed, it was quite reasonable to 
expect the amount thus invested, some 
day in the coming years, to overtake 
that national debt and pay it off. He 
went on further to say that if one dol- 
lar had been put out at interest in that 
way, at the time that Jesus Christ was 
crucified, it would even now be sufficient 
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to pay off, not only the national debt of 
Great Britain, but also the national debts 
of all the other nations of the world ! 

I have not attempted to check this re- 
markable statement, but I thought upon 
reading it, What a pity he stopped there! 
What an opportunity the great columnist 
had — his syndicated articles once prob- 
ably the most widely read of all the 
writers — what an opportunity to go on 
a step farther and truly say that when 
Jesus Christ died on Calvary he then 
and there paid the debt of all the world, 
for time past, present, and future. Paid 
it! He wiped the record clean with 
those six hours on the cross. He paid 
a debt far greater than any pounds, or 
dollars, or francs, or marks, or pesos 
could measure — the debt of sin, to sat- 
isfy the justice of Almighty God, and 
save a dying world. 

And ail the people that came together to 
that sight, beholding the things which were 


done, smote their breasts, and returned 
(Luke 23:48). 


HENDERSONVILLE, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories’ 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Geal.—Help each girl to know that the 
message of Calvary is for her. 
Activity.—Prepare a large cross and 
paste or print on it the words “Everlast- 
ing Love!’ “Love” may be placed on 
the crossbar, “everlasting’”’ on the upright. 
Memory Verse.—“Jesus answered and 
said ... And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me. 
This he said, signifying what death he 
should die’? (John 12:30a, 32, 33). 











IRLS, how does the message of this 

cross connect our Memory Verse of 
last week with our new ones? (Help the 
girls to understand the meaning of the 
cross; then call for reports on: 1. Sacri- 
fice lambs of the Hebrews. See Genesis 
22:7, 8; Exodus 12:3; 1 Peter 1:18, 19. 
2. Roman practice of crucifixion. 3. Jew- 
ish and Roman trials of Christ, from ac- 
counts in the four Gospels.) 

You will notice in our lesson that the 
Lord Jesus suffered in every conceivable 
manner — physically, mentally, spiritu- 
ally. As we read the text you may select 

verses which refer definitely to each 
’ form of suffering. Then we shall see 
how the story of Calvary (Luke 23:33) 
fulfills the Scriptures concerning the suf- 
fering Messiah (read Mark 15:22-39). 
1. Physical suffering (Mark 15: 15-19; Isa. 
53:5). 2. Mental suffering (Mark 15: 
29-32, 36; Psa. 69: 19-21; Isa. 53:3). 3. Spir- 
itual suffering (Mark 15:33, 34; Psa. 22: 
1; Isa. 53:12). 

Let us take a look at the centurion 
mentioned in verse 39. 1. He took part 
in crucifying the Lord (Matt. 27:27; 
Mark 15:16). 2. He watched the cruci- 
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fied Saviour (Matt. 27:36). 3. He ac- 
knowledged Christ (Mark 15:39; Matt. 
27:54). Girls, each one of us is in one 
or more of these three positions. 1. Every 
human being has taken part in crucify- 
ing Christ (1 Cor. 15:3). 2. Have you 
“turned your eyes upon Jesus” as the 
centurion did? (Isa. 45:22.) 3. Have you 
publicly acknowledged Christ as your 
Lord and Saviour? (Rom. 10:9, 10.) 
(Let several members of the class tell of 
their conversions, or use some story such 
as the following.) 

Never in her entire fourteen years had 
Alice heard the story of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the visiting speaker was telling 
it. She had learned that he was good, 
kind, and helpful. She knew he died 
on a cross and arose from a tomb, but 
she had never been told that he came 
into the world to give his life a sacrifice 
for mankind. Why did he do it? 

“All have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God,” the winsome, brown- 
eyed Bible woman was saying. “Sin has 
separated each of us from the love of 
God, and we all need a Saviour to re- 
deem us.” 

Was she a sinner, Alice wondered. 
Weren’t sinners dreadfully wicked peo- 
ple such as murderers and robbers? She 
had committed none of those horrible 
crimes. In fact, everybody told her she 
was an unusually good young girl. She 
attended Sunday school regularly and 
always knew her lesson, but even better 
than that, several months ago she had 
become a member of this little church. 

“What I would, that do I not; but what 
I hate, that do I,” continued the speaker. 
Well, that was true enough. Alice re- 
membered many times when she had 
been a disobedient, deceitful daughter, 
and a mean, selfish sister. Often she 
was careless, rude, and conceited. But 
after all she was about as good as most 
girls. She would try from now on to be 
more obedient and reliable. 

“Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done,” Alice heard, “but accord- 
ing to his mercy he saved us.” Oh, then 
would all her attempts at goodness, her 
Sunday school attendance, and her 
church membership amount to nothing 
in the sight of God? What could she 
do to be saved? 

“Turn to the third chapter of John 
and look at verse thirty-six,’ the Bible 
woman directed. Alice opened her Bible. 
There was the answer. “He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God 
abidetn on him.” 

“Do you believe God?” asked the 
speaker. Alice looked up as though the 
question had been spoken to her alone. 
Of course she believed God. “If you 
believe God, can’t you believe what he 
says in his Word?” the speaker went on. 

Alice looked at the verse again. “He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life.” She had heard new truths 
about the Son of God tonight, and she 
did believe them. Did she, therefore, 
have everlasting life? Could salvation 
be as easy as that? Yet it must be, for 
it was written in God’s Word as a fact 
—a reality. 

The speaker was asking if some one 


in the audience would go to the front of — 
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the room and acknowledge Christ before 
all the people. Alice’s heart began to 
pound. She could never go forward in 
front’ of these neighbors. What would 
they think of her? She now realized 
that she was one of the sinners for whom 
‘Christ died, but she did not want any- 
one else to know it. Timidly she glanced 
at the speaker whose countenance was 
illuminated with a heavenly radiance 
and who was repeating the invitation for 
some one to accept Christ. 

Alice was puzzled. If a strange Bible 
woman could love people enough to 
come to this little church to tell of the 
Saviour, and if she were longing so in- 
tensely for some one to accept. him, 
how much more the Saviour himself 
must love these people and long for 
them. Alice glanced around. No one 
-arose to go forward. Didn’t they under- 
stand that Christ died to redeem them? 
How ungrateful people were! Oh, but 
how very ungrateful she was! No longer 
would she hurt and ignore the pure and 
holy Son of God. 

The audience was singing, “Just as I 
_am without one plea ... I come,” as 
Alice gave her hand to the speaker. Sud- 
denly she knew in her heart that 
through this act she had pleased her 
Lord who went willingly to Calvary that 
she, a sinner, might have eternal life. 
Not only had she accepted the Saviour, 
but more wonderful than that, he had 
accepted her as one of his own! (John 
}: 32.) 

Next week we shall study how we may 
serve the living Christ. Learn Hebrews 
7: 25. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 408) 


1. A skull. It was a place of execution. 
The Latins called it Calvary. 


2. Because he did not want to benumb 
his sensibilities. He chose to feel to the 
full all that man and God called upon 
him to endure. 


3. Psalm 22, written by David nearly one 
thousand years before Christ. 


* 
4. Six hours. From 9 A. M. it was light. 
From noon to 3 P. M. it was dark. 


5. When he cleansed the Temple at Jeru- 
salem, as recorded in John 2. 


6. Because he went there as our surety 
and he could not save us if he saved him- 
self. 


7. They were the outward sign of the dark- 
ness that enwrapped the soul of Jesus Christ 
when he was bearing our sin. 


8. Because he is too holy to look upon 
sin and Christ was in the sinner’s place. 


9. That the way into God’s presence is 
now opened up for all who trust in the 
Lord Jesus. 


10. By acknowledging him as the Son of 
God. 
we 


A Conference of the 
Fellowship of Faith Missions 


HE Interdenominational Foreign Mis- 

sions Association is planning a con- 
ference this summer at the Berkshire 
Bible Fellowship, Monterey (near Great 
Barrington), Mass., from July 30 to Au- 
gust 6. The Berkshire Bible Fellowship 
was organized by the late beloved John 
J. Trout, secretary of the Sudan Inte- 
rior Mission. It has no integral con- 
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nection with the Mission. It is in re- 
sponse to an invitation received from 
the committee of the B. B. .F. that the 
Foreign . Missions Association (com- 
monly known as the Fellowship of Faith 
Missions) is meeting there this year. It 
is hoped that this may prove to be an 
annual reconvening of this great organ- 
ization which formerly met annually at 
Stony Brook, L. I, but has not done so 
for some years. 

It is believed that in these days of 
uncertainty, spiritual declension, and 
coldness to the missionary call, much 
good may. come from such a meeting to- 
gether for prayer and counsel. There 
will, it is hoped, be many missionaries 
and missionary leaders gathered together 
and there will be inspiring messages. 
Christians from everywhere are invited 
to attend. Work may be done here that 
will be felt to the ends of the earth in 
all mission lands. 

The charges for room and board dur- 
ing the missionary conference are very 
reasonable. The surroundings at Mon- 
terey are truly delightful for rest and 
recreation. A descriptive booklet may be 
obtained from The Berkshire Bible Fel- 
lowship, 296 Garfield Place, Brooklyn, 
N: Y. 

The organizations composing the Inter- 
denominational Foreign Missions Asso- 
ciation are: 

Women’s Union Missionary Society of 

America 

China Inland Mission 

India Christian Mission 

South Africa General Mission 

Central American Mission 

Sudan Interior Mission 

Ceylon and India General Mission 

Africa Inland Mission 

Bible House of Los Angeles 

Inland South America Missionary Union 

Bolivian Indian Mission 

N. E. India General Mission 

Evangelical Union of South America 

American European Fellowship 

The Orinoco River Mission 

Latin America Evangelization Campaign 





Children at Home 








How Suna Helped 
Founded on fact 
By Josephine Owen 


UNA ran through the front door of 
his humble little Formosan hut. But 
the sight of his mother lying on the 
floor groaning made him stop quite still. 
He knew his mother had not felt well 
when she had sent him to the market. 
But she had not looked like this. Her 
right eye was swollen shut, and her 
cheek puffed out twice the size of the 
other one. Every breath was an agoniz- 
ing groan. Suna started toward her. 
He wanted to do something. 

“Let me call the honorable doctor. He 
will make thee well.” 

But his mother only shook her head. 

“No, Son. He can do nothing. He has 
been here. He said there is a worm 
in it.” She explained by pointing to 
an upper tooth. 

And then, because the talking had 
made the pain greater, her groans be- 
came longer and louder. Finally Suna 
could stand no more. He had to do 
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something to help his mother. Then, 
all at once, he thought of something. 
There was one thing that might help 
even if the witch doctor couldn’t. 
Quietly, so he wouldn’t disturb his 
mother, he tiptoed out to the kitchen and 
picked up a handful of rice. He would 
go to the temple and offer it to the idol. 
Maybe then the gods would not be angry 
with his mother and the pain would stop. 
But when Suna reached the temple 
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this much neglected field is a challenge to Christian mis- 
sions? That the New York Jewish Mission, founced 
in 1908 by the saintly Dr. Zhos. M. Chalmers, is striving 
zealously to reach them? That this faith work is depend- 
ent upon your cooperation by gift and gs 
Subscribe for our monthly “/EW/SH MISSIONARY 
MAGAZINE,” $1.00 per annum. 
Sample free. Write Rav. Frepgrick A. Aston 


New York Jewish Evangelization Society 
P. 0..Box 19, Hamilton Grange Station, NEW YORK, N, Y. 


FREE TITHING LEAFLETS 


FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday 
School or Missionary Superintendent, one copy of “ ‘Take 
No Thought” for each family in his congregation, pro- 
viding he will agree to give a talk on Tithing before 
distribution. Write stating denomination and number of 
leaflets desired to Tl THER, 721 11 TLE INSURANCE 
BLDG., LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
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REMEMBER RUSSIA 


A great white nation is perishing. The sufferings of 
Christians in Soviet Russia are indescribable. And yet— 
they are members of the same body of Christ to which we 
belong. Do their sufferings mean nothing to us? Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? 

‘The Russian Missionary Society is doing its utmost for 
those who sit in the shadow of death. Many thousands 
of dollars for support of missionaries and for relief and 
for orphans have been sent by us into Soviet Russia and 
its border states. No time must be lost, if we really have 
at heart the Lord’s cause on the far-flung Russian Mis- 
sion Field. 

Please pray earnestly, and then —-Whatsoever He tells 
you to do, do it with all your might. 

Gifts for relief, or missionaries, or orphans can be ad- 
dressed to 


RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, Inc. 


Miss M. FETLER, Rey. J. F. HOLLIDAY, B.A. 
(American Secretary) (Chairman, Canadian 

1844 W. Monroe St., 259 Aberdeen Ave., 
Chicago, lll., U. S. A. Hamilton, Ont., Canada 
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there were lots of people standing in 
front of it. As he drew closer he saw 
that they were all listening to a man 
talk. To his amazement the speaker 
was a foreign devil. 

At first Suna thought he could slip by 
the crowd unnoticed and get to the tem- 
ple door. But he realized the way the 
people were standing he would have to 
go right in front of the foreign devil. 
He was afraid to get that close to him. 
He remembered his honorable grand- 
mother’s words. 

“Keep away from the Foreign Dogs, 
Suna. They eat little ones and cut them 
in pieces.” 

When Suna couldn’t get into the tem- 
ple, he slipped in between two old men 
so he wouldn’t be noticed, and waited 
for the pecple to leave. 

He couldn’t keep from hearing the for- 
“Honour thy father 
and thy mother,” he was saying, “that 
thy days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 

Suna iooked up wonderingly at the 
white-haired man beside him. Had he 
understood the Black Bearded Barbarian 
aright? 

And the old man smiled back at Suna. 
“That is heavenly doctrine, my Son.” 

Suna thought so, too. Why, that was 
just what his honorable grandmother 
had taught him all his life. 

An hour passed, but it seemed just like 
so many minutes to Suna, for he had 
seen the Kai Bok-su1 do the most won- 
derful thing. 

A man had come to the temple with 
his face swollen almost as bad as his 
mother’s was. When the Kai Bok-su saw 
him he stopped speaking to the people. 
He motioned to the man to step up front. 
After looking in his mouth a minute, 
Kai Bok-su reached into his little sack 
and took out a strange looking iron tool. 
He pulled the sore tooth right out of 
the poor man’s jaw in less than a minute. 


The sufferer’s relief was so great that he , 


fell at the missionary’s feet and wept for 
joy. 

But Suna waited to see no more. He 
flew home and tried to tell his mother 
about it. She was in even greater agony. 
At first she refused to listen. “Be gone! 
I would like to kill the ugly devil!” 

But Suna was not to be silenced. And 
before long his mother did listen. She 
asked a few questions, then grudgingly 
agreed to go look at the tooth-pulling 
preacher. She went because she felt 





1Kai Bok-su was the Formosan name of 
George Leslie Mackay, missionary to the Isle 
of Formosa. 
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NEW SCRIPTURE TRUTH COURSE 


Just published is this latest of the correspondence courses offered by 
Moody Bible Institute. By Dr. James M. Gray, long a recognized teacher. 
This course is designed for young Christians. The great truths of God’s 
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sorry for Suna, he was trying so hard to 
help her. 

It was only a little while until the 
Kai Bok-su convinced Suna’s mother 
that he could help her, too, and had 
pulled the aching tooth. And Suna al- 
most ached with happiness because he 
had helped his mother. 

But something even more important 
had happened. After Kai Bok-su had 
stopped the ache in the mother’s face, 
he told her that there was a cure for 
the ache sin was making in her heart. 
He explained carefully so that Suna 
could also understand how the dear Lord 
Jesus died for our sins. 

Not many days later both Suna and 
Suna’s mother stood up in front of the 
people and told the kind Kai Bok-su 
that they wanted to belong to Jesus, and 
wanted to learn how to live the Chris- 
tian way. 

Suna had helped in a more wonderful 
way than he had even dreamed of when 
he started out to stop his mother’s pain. 


JOHNSON City, TENN. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June 26. Making Up Our Minds Intelligently. 
Matt. 5:17-20; Rom. 10:1-10. 
Sunday, June 19 


How Propagandists “Put It Over on Us” 
(Matt. 12:1-14; 15:1-11) 





Mon.—Propaganda appeals to ignorance 
(Jer. 4:22). 

Tues.—Propaganda is based on _  false- 
hood (Psa. 78:35, 36). 


Wed.—Propagandists are the false proph- 
ets of today (Matt. 7:15-20). 
Thurs.—Propagandists intend to deceive 

(2 Thess. 2:1-12). 


Fri.—Test propaganda by character 
(Titus 1:7-16). 
Sat.—Smoke-lies from the pit (Rev. 9: . 


1-5). 











OME months ago a carefully con- 

ducted test in one of our colleges 
showed that, beyond any question, young 
people are considerably affected by 
propaganda. Votes were taken in a wide 
variety of subjects. Then one half of 
the group were subjected to arguments 
in favor of certain subjects while the 
other half listened to talks against these 
same subjects. There was a decided 
swing in each group toward the argu- 
ment that had been offered. To the ad- 
vertiser the test confirmed the value of 
sales talks over the radio, and of the 
high pressure billboard and magazine 
advertising of the day. To the thinking 
Christian, however, such a test should 
warn of the real dangers in our mod- 
ern propaganda. 

98 


Originally, “propaganda” had a whole- 
some meaning. The word was first used 
in connection with the management of 
missions of the Catholic Church. Later 
it came to include any effort to spread 
a certain doctrine or system. Today, the 
word has an unwholesome meaning be- 
cause of the efforts of some commercial 














Lesson for June 19 


eoncerns, and of politicians and lobbyists 
to use extravagant, doubtful, or even un- 
truthful statements. 


$8 


Dishonest and harmful propaganda 
has three avenues of approach, — it may 
appeal to the desire to have, or pos- 
sess; to the desire to enjoy; and the 
desire to be. Each of these desires is 
deep rooted in the human heart. They 
are not evil in themselves, but they 
lead to evil when we try to satisfy 
them in the wrong way. 


be 


For instance, there is nothing inher- 
ently wrong in the desire to have beau- 
tiful and comfortable furnishings or 
clothing. But when the opportunity is 
offered to satisfy that desire in a way 
that we cannot really afford, through the 
means of extended credit and “easy” 
payments that will cost only “a few 
cents a day,” then harm may come. 

There is nothing wrong in the desire 
to appear attractive and healthy. Yet 
the implication that this desire can ‘be 
satisfied through the use of cosmetics, 
or intoxicants is wrong. 

The desire to overcome fatigue and 
to enjoy life is a most natural one. 
Yet when claims. are made that this or 
that cigarette, or that a certain intoxi- 
cant produces a “lift,” or a “stimulating 
exuberance,” or contains “vitamins” in 
every drop, then a temptation is being 
offered to satisfy a natural desire in a 
wrong way. 

4 

But in addition to using these old, 
old avenues. of approach, which were 
used by Satan in the Garden of Eden 
in tempting Eve, and in the desert over 
four thousand years later in tempting 
the Lord Jesus, propaganda depends 
largely on two curses of the human 
race,— ignorance and laziness. There 
is perhaps some excuse for ignorance 
when it comes to the relative values of 
certain kinds of hair tonic, or gasoline, 
or soap. But where propaganda touches 
moral or spiritual values we hate no 
excuse. Nor is there any excuse for 
mental laziness that refuses to use the 
God-given faculties that most of us en- 
joy. When we deliberately refuse to 
make any effort to find out how a politi- 
cal candidate stands on clear-cut moral 
issues, or when we refuse to think 
soberly through the statements that are 
-made by silver tongued office seekers, 
or to take the time to examine carefully 
the honeyed words of preachers who 
would deny or belittle the fundamentals 
of the faith, then we deserve to be 
“taken in.” 

Next week, in our Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting,* we shall think more in 
detail about using the means .God has 
placed at our disposal to resist and re- 
fute harmful propaganda. ; 

ye 
In what ways has the radio proved to be 


a powerful instrument of harmful propa- 
ganda? 

Against what forms of propaganda do you 
think young people need particularly to be 
on their guard? 

What responsibility has a young people’s 
society, in face of so many appeals today 
to young people to indulge in questionable 
or harmful things? 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


June 13 to 19 


Mon.—Isaiah 53:4-9. 
The Suffering Servant Foretold. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Who hath be- 
lieved our report?” (v. 1.) Seven hun- 
dred years before Christ, Isaiah, by the 
Spirit, saw the envy and unbelief that, 
on the human side, made Calvary pos- 
sible. “These things said Isaiah, when 
he saw HIS glory” (John 12:41). Christ’s 
appearance in this world, and vicarious 
atonement for sin, were all “according 
to the scriptures.” The “report” is ever 
reaching new circles. Are you a believer 
or unbeliever? Pray for Star of Hope 
Mission, Paterson, N. J. 


Tues.—Mark 15:22-32. The Crucifixion. 
PRAYER SucGEsTIons: “The place Gol- 
gotha.” The very mount where Abram 
offered Isaac very likely was the scene 
of Christ’s atoning death. “It cannot be 
that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem” 
(Luke 13:33). Golgotha is inescapable. 


Maranatha 
Choruses 


A NEW CHORUS BOOK of 95 choice, 
singable choruses. Over 70 composers. Dozens 
of brand new choruses. The finest Chorus 
Book for Young People, Conferences, Evan- 
gelism, Children, etc. Just out! 

Price 30c; 4 copies $1.00; $2.50 per dozen 


FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS, FINDLAY, OHIO 


MAJESTIC HOTEL ON OCEAN FRONT. 
a .. Private — reas, 

and CAFETERIA = ©*"°*57i8. ongn July rst. 

Ocean Grove, N. J. G.R. HAINES, Owner. 




















A New Evangelistic 
veer SONG BOOK 


IN SONG for Evangelistic Groupe 


258 solos; duets; trios; 
choir; hymns; choruses 
35c aCopy 


ELDEN R, FARRAR 
153 Inétitute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


KILLS ANTS 
‘ide FOR 10c Qesy 


HOUSEWIVES— Master Ant Killer rids your 
home of ants in 24 hours. Money back guaran- 
tee. Sold at stores, 


JONES PRODUCTS CO., Milwaukee, Wis, 





























Mount Hermon Association 


SANTA CRUZ MOUNTAINS—CALIFORNIA 








Continuous Conference Season 


JUNE 12th—SEPTEMBER 11th 


Among those appearing on our program — 
Drs. WM. EVANS, AMES L. KELSO, 
ALBERT G. JOHNSON, et al. 











INQUIRIES INVITED— Address: MOUNT HERMON, CALIFORNIA 
































One hundred and thirty-one acres of natural 
beauty set apart for the glory of God. 





Come to Canada’s Keswick 


for a wonderful vacation and Bible Conference in Ontario’s famed 
Muskoka Lakes District. Inspiring Bible teaching, rich Christian fel- 
lowship, wholesome recreation, excellent cuisine, moderate rates. Con- 
tinuous conference, June 25 to September1s. Speakers include: Rev. 
E. L. Langston and Mr. Montague Goodman, of the English Keswick; 
Rev. John MacBeath, Glasgow; Rev. ].S. Baxter, Edinburgh; Revs. 
‘'T. Rowland Philips, P. W. Philpott, W. H. Wrighton, H.S. Mekeel, 
Wm. C. Coltman. Among the missionary speakers will be Dr. Mary 
Stone and Rev. J. R. Graham, China; Drs. T. Lambie and E, R. 
Hooper, late of Ethiopia. 

Write for illustrated folder giving all particulars. 


CANADIAN KESWICK CONFERENCE 
Room 319, 366 Bay St., Toronto, Canada. R. V. Bingham, Pres. 














Cry From the Russian Field 


In 1937 Peter Deyneka, Director of the Russian Gospel Association 
Inc. (which is interdenominational, evangelical, and evangelistic), vis- 
ited missionaries, mission stations, and new fields in the Soviet Union, 
on the borders of Russia, and in the Far East. 
people he obtained a true picture of their plight and foun 
hungry for the Gospel. 
miles, and stand for several hours in a single service. 


Many Russian missionaries are now supported by the Russian Gospel 
Association on the borders of Russia and in other lands where Russian 
Christians have sought refuge . . 
workers. We have men who are ready to go but it requires the means 
to send and support them. From ten to thirty dollars per month will 
support a native evangelist. 
ery and send your gifts to 


The Russian Gospel Association, Inc. 
Peter Deyneka, General Director 
(Copy “Russian Gospel News” sent on request) 


Mingling among the 


them to be 
On the borders of Russia they walked many 


. yet there is a cry for more Gospel 


Will you pray earnestly and answer their 


Dept. S, 64 W. RANDOLPH ST., CHICAGO 














Friendly Masters 
Interested Boys 


Does your boy like his school work? Are 
his teachers experienced, friendly men, whom 
a boy can trust? By example and precept 
do they influence him toward Christian liv- 
ing? Are they at ease — in the classroom, in 
informal friendly discussion, on the athletic 
field, or leading a chapel service ? 


Where can you find such conditions for 
your boy, or for the son of a neighbor or 
relative? Just drop a post card asking for 
a Stony Brook catalogue. 


as 


Applications for admission now 
being received for Fall Term, 
beginning September 20th. 


Please Mention 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Stony BrookSchool 


FRANK E, GAEBBLEIN, LiITT.D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 
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The blood of the Son.of God will be 
for all the basis of either salvation or 
condemnation. Pray for The Hebrew 
Evangelization Association, 2201 Michi- 
gan Avenue, Los Angeles. 
Wed.—Mark 15:33-41. The Great Sacrifice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Truly this man 
was the Son of God.” The incompar- 
ableness of Christ gives the cross in- 
comparable glory. Who he was gives 
worth to all that Christ said and did 
at Calvary. There the “Mighty Maker” 
yielded up the body of his incarnation 
for the sin of man, the creature. “God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal. 6: 
14). Pray for Radio Bible Fellowship, 
KFI, Los Angeles. 
Thurs.—Mark 15:42-47. The Sealed Tomb. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He rolled a great 
stone to the door of the sepulchre” (Matt. 
27:60). The burial of Jesus Christ and 
the sealing of the tomb by Joseph of 
Arimathea wrote “finis” to the life story 
of Christ, in the thought of the disciples. 
The great stone and the Roman seal 
ended their Messianic hopes. Yet all 
these things became apostolic assets 
when the power of Christ’s resurrection 
exhibited itself. Hindrances still be- 
come radiant witnesses to the power of 
Christ. Your sealed tomb (if the Lord 
tarries) will one day burst open and be 
a witness to his resurrection power. 
Pray for the Interdenominational Evan- 
gelistic Association, Winona, Ind. 


Fri.—Hebrews 6:13-20. Christ’s Priesthood. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “After the order 
of Melchisedec.” The Levitical priest- 
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American Bible Society, 


Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


FacTi gy. 


O0x THig 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-26 entitled ‘““A Gift That Lives.’ 


SAFETY... SF Uo yo e List wssstl you 
gay UURITY-.. 


how you may have 


Protection in Old Age 
Freedom from Worry 
A Steady Income 
Permanent Satisfaction 


in the check that comes regularly to 
you as a holder of an Annuity Agree- 
ment of the American Bible Society. 


Such checks have been issued reg- 
ularly for over 90 years . . helping 
to bring security and satisfaction in 
spite of disturbing and perplexing 
world conditions. 

In addition there’s the fine satis- 
faction of taking part in the signifi- 
cant work of making the Bible more 
and more widely available through- 
out the world. 

The booklet, “A Gift That Lives,” 
explains the plan, and tells you how you 
may avail yourself of its advantages both 


to yourself and to the indispensable 
Christian ministry it renders. 
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hood was neither the original nor the 
continuing priesthood. Under it perfec- 
tion was impossible because of its weak- 
ness, changeableness, and unprofitable- 
ness. The necessity for an unchanging 
priesthood, “after the order of Melchise- 
dec” in the power of an endless life, was 
inescapable. Christ “ever liveth to 
make intercession for us.” Pray for the 
Faith Mission, 285 Lauder Avenue, To- 
ronto. 


Sat.—1 Peter 3:13-22. Suffering and Serving. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Better ... suffer 
for well doing.” The olive tree bears 
fruit in arid ground. Suffering aids 
spiritual development. Rest tires and 
severe seasons are good for the soul. 
The Department of Agriculture recently 
tested Bermuda lily bulbs. The unrested 
bulbs, not subjected to climactic severi- 
ties, rotted readily or produced poorer 
blooms. “If ye suffer for righteousness’ 
sake, happy are ye: and —” Pray for the 
Miracle Book Club, 425 S. E. Twenty- 
eighth Avenue, Portland, Oreg. 
Sun.—1 Peter 4:12-19. 

Sharing Christ’s 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings.” Fiery trials for 
righteousness’ sake are but a taste of 
the sufferings of Christ. If we suffer as 
Christians, let us “not be ashamed.” Re- 
splendent glories attend such experi- 
ences. Exultation and not depression 
should fill the hearts that suffer “accord- 
ing to the will of God.” Pray for the 
World-Wide Revival Prayer Movement, 
5 S. Oxford Avenue, Ventnor, Atlantic 
City, N. J. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, vay- - 
able in advance, in the United States 

- and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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